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EXTRA POINTS...College Football Report

RECORDS OF OPPOSING BOWL COACHES
by Bruce Marshall, TGS EXTRA!!! Editor

    KEY:  SUR—Career straight-up record in all bowl games as head coach
(including games at previous school, if any).  PSR—Pointspread record as head
coach in bowl games.  FAV—Pointspread record as a bowl favorite.  DOG—
Pointspread record as a bowl underdog.  PICK—Record in “pick’em” bowl games.

COACH SUR PSR FAV DOG PICK
Dave Christensen, Wyoming — — — — —
Pat Hill, Fresno State 4-5 5-4 0-4 5-0 —

Greg Schiano, Rutgers 3-1 3-1 2-1 1-0 —
George O'Leary, UCF 2-4 3-3 2-2 1-1 —

Rick Stockstill. MTSU 0-1 0-1 — 0-1 —
Larry Fedora, Southern Miss 1-0 1-0 — 1-0 —

Bronco Mendenhall, BYU 2-2 1-2-1 1-1 0-1-1 —
Mike Riley, Oregon State 5-0 4-1 4-1 — —

Jeff Tedford, California 5-1 3-2-1 2-1-1 1-0 —
Kyle Whiitingham, Utah 4-0 3-1 1-1 2-0 —

June Jones, SMU 4-2 3-3 2-2 1-1 —
Chris Ault, Nevada 1-5 2-4 0-2 2-1 0-

Frank Solich, Ohio 2-4 2-4 2-2 0-2 —
Rick Minter, Marshall 1-3 1-3 1-2 0-1 —

Butch Davis, North Carolina 4-1 5-0 4-0 1-0 —
Dave Wannstedt, Pitt 0-1 0-1 — 0-1 —

Frank Spaziani, Boston Coll. 1-0 0-1 0-1 — —
Pete Carroll, Southern Cal 6-2 6-2 5-2 — 1-0

Rich Brooks, Kentucky 4-3 2-4-1 0-3-1 2-1 —
Dabo Swinney, Clemson 0-1 0-1 0-1 — —

Mike Sherman, Texas A&M — — — — —
Mark Richt, Georgia 6-2 5-3 4-3 1-0 —

Rick Neuheisel, UCLA 4-3 6-1 2-1 3-0 1-0
Al Golden, Temple — — — — —

Bret Bielema, Wisconsin 1-2 1-2 1-0 0-2 —
Randy Shannon, Miami-Fla 0-1 1-0 2-0 1-0 —

Dave Clawson, Bowling Green — — — — —
Robb Akey, Idaho — — — — —

Bo Pelini, Nebraska 2-0 2-0 1-0 1-0 —
Mike Stoops, Arizona 1-0 1-0 1-0 — —

Ken Niumatalolo, Navy 0-2 1-1 — 1-1 —
Gary Pinkel, Missouri 2-2 2-2 1-1 1-1 —

Troy Calhoun, Air Force 0-2 0-2 — 0-2 —
Kevin Sumlin, Houston 1-0 1-0 1-0 — —

Jim Harbaugh, Stanford — — — — —
Bob Stoops, Oklahoma 4-6 3-7 1-5 2-2 —

PaulRhoads,Iowa State — — — — —
Tim Brewster, Minnesota 0-1 0-1 — 0-1 —

COACH SUR PSR FAV DOG PICK
Lane Kiffin, Tennessee — — — — —
Frank Beamer, Virginia Tech 7-9 7-9 4-4 3-5 —

Pat Fitzgerald, Northwestern 0-1 1-0 — 1-0 —
Gene Chizik, Auburn — — — — —

Bobby Bowden, Florida St. 21-10-1 20-11-1 14-8 6-3-1 —
Bill Stewart, West Virginia 2-0 1-1 0-1 1-0 —

Les Miles, LSU 5-2 5-2 3-1 2-1 —
Joe Paterno, Penn State 23-11-1 23-12 12-3 9-8 2-1

Jim Tressel, Ohio State 4-4 5-3 1-1 4-2 —
Chip Kelly, Oregon — — — — —

Jeff Quinn, Cincinnati — — — — —
Urban Meyer, Florida 5-1 5-1 5-1 — —

Jerry Kill, Northern Illinois 0-1 0-1 — 0-1 —
Jim Leavitt, South Florida 2-2 2-2 2-1 0-1 —

Houston Nutt, Ole Miss 3-5 4-4 1-3 3-1 —
Mike Gundy, Oklahoma State 2-1 2-1 2-1 — —

Bobby Petrino, Arkansas 2-2 1-3 1-1 0-2 —
Skip Holtz, East Carolina 1-2 1-2 0-1 1-1 —

Skip Holtz, East Carolina 1-1 1-1 — 1-1 —
Rich Brooks, Kentucky 3-3 1-4-1 0-3-1 1-1 —

Mark Dantonio, Michigan State 0-2 1-1 — 1-1 —
Mike Leach, Texas Tech 5-4 3-6 2-6 1-0 —

Chris Petersen, Boise State 1-2 2-1 0-1 2-0 —
Gary Patterson, TCU 5-3 4-3-1 2-2-1 2-1 —

Kirk Ferentz, Iowa 4-3 5-2 1-0 4-2 —
Paul Johnson, Georgia Tech 2-3 3-2 1-1 2-1 —

Larry Blakeney, Troy 1-2 1-2 0-2 1-0 —
Steve Stripling, Central Mich. — — — — —

Mack Brown, Texas 9-8 7-10 5-8 2-1 0-1
Nick Saban, Alabama 3-6 3-6 1-3 2-3 —
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BOWL TRENDS...BOWL TRENDS...BOWL TR
BOWL FAVORITES/UNDERDOGS

And the beat goes on.  Bowl underdogs receiving 7 points or more continued
to overachieve last year, covering 6 of 10 postseason opportunities.  That
marked the 11th straight season that 7-point or more bowl dogs recorded a
winnning mark.  And the successes are usually quite pronounced; indeed, since
2000, bowl dogs receiving between 7 and 13  1/2 points stand 58-28...a cool
67.4% winning pace!

In general, all bowl underdogs continue to perform well.  Last season, they
stood 19-14 vs. the line in the postseason, the ninth time in the past eleven
seasons that the "short" had outperformed the "chalk" in the postseason.
Although that underdog success has not translated as often into the shorter-
priced bowl dogs in many recent years, it's worth noting that the shortest bowl
dogs (those receiving between 1-3 points) covered 9 of 14 chances a year ago.
Since 1998, bowl underdogs hold a solid 162-128 edge over the favorites.

Proceed with caution, however, as we've seen bowl underdogs and
favorites both experience extended success streaks that spanned several
seasons.  The dogs were certainly providing more value between 1974-87,
recording a 112-77 mark vs. the points in those years.   Bowl chalk has had
its run, too, with postseason favorites not experiencing a losing bowl season
between 1992-97, and recording a stellar 44-27 spread mark from '94-97.

But it's the bigger bowl underdogs (those getting 7-13 1/2 points)
that continue to amaze.  Their spread success this decade was listed above;
since 1974, they stand 116-71 vs. the line.  When adding in the success of the
biggest bowl underdogs (those teams receiving 14 points or more), the 7-point
or more bowl dogs stand 133-81 since '74, a handy 62.1% winning mark.  And,
remember, those are numbers accumulated over a 35-season span!

Consistency of any pointspread trend over such an extended period of time
is rare.  Many believe there is just something inherent about the dynamics of bowl
matchups that makes the bigger dogs an attractive proposition, much like the
Power Underdogs charted over the years that have generally fared well vs.
the number.  Although the postseason pool has been diluted in recent seasons,
almost every bowl underdog still has some credentials, even the biggest bowl
dogs.  When challenged, these teams are capable of putting up a solid effort.
And when the favored team has no real motivation for a blowout win, especially
with poll considerations no factor except in the BCS title game, the recipe for
big underdog success in undeniable.

Refining a bit further, pre-New Year's bowl dogs have also posted some
occasionally startling performances over the years (such as a 37-15 mark
between 2000-02).  Although the altered bowl schedule does n't place the same
spotlight on post-New Year's games any longer, with many lesser bowls now
contested after January 1.

Nonetheless, many observers believe there's a viable argument for those
dogs in lower-profile bowls.  Keep in mind that polls and rankings are rarely
considerations in such games.  Certain non-BCS bowls have featured unmis-
takable dog success in recent years, most notably the Sun (dog 15-3-2 last 20),
and Peach/Chick-fil-A (13-3 last 16) .   On the other hand, dynamics in New
Year’s (and after) bowls are often different.  Indeed, favorites have often had
the better of it in these bowls over the years.    Note that in “national title” Bowl
Alliance or BCS games since the 1995 season, only four of the fourteen
contests have been decided by single-digit margins!

BOWL UNDERDOGS SINCE 1974
Underdog by... 1-3 3½-6½ 7-13½ 14-over TOTAL
1974-79 6-10 15-13 17-8 2-1 40-32
1980-89 32-26 32-28 17-8 4-2 85-64
1990 2-1 2-3 4-2 1-0 9-6
1991 3-2 4-2 1-3 1-0 9-7
1992 1-4 4-2 2-3 0-0 7-9
1993 1-2 2-4 3-2 3-1 9-9
1994 3-3 2-3 1-4 0-1 6-11
1995 2-4 5-4 1-1 0-0 8-9
1996 2-2 3-4 2-2 1-1 8-9
1997 0-4 2-6 3-5 0-0 5-15
1998 2-2 4-4 4-3 2-0 12-9
1999 8-1 5-5 2-1 1-0 16-7
2000 8-1 4-2 5-3 0-1 17-7
2001 3-6 6-3 4-1 0-1 13-11
2002 2-3 3-4 9-5 1-0 15-12
2003 3-7 4-3 5-4 0-1 12-15
2004 5-3 7-6 5-1 0-1 17-11
2005 3-5 2-4 10-1 1-0 16-10
2006 2-5 6-4 8-6 0-0 16-15
2007 2-5 6-9 6-3 0-0 14-17
2008 9-5 4-5 6-4 0-0 19-14
2000-2008 37-40 36-40 58-28 3-4 134-102
TOTALS ‘74-’08101-101 122-118 116-71 17-10 354-300

CONFERENCE BOWL POINTSPREAD TABLES
Although conference bowl pointspread performances don’t always carry

over from year to year (indeed, they've been known to reverse themselves
completely), they remain  part of the bowl handicapping puzzle. With that in mind,
we're providing a comprehensive review of how respective conferences have
performed vs. the pointspread in postseason play since the early '70s, with
added emphasis on results recorded in recent campaigns.

ACC...Nice turnaround last season for the ACC, which covered 7 of its 10
bowl chances in '08.  That came on the heels of a combined 4-10 bowl spread
mark the previous two years combined, which were a bit of an aberration; from
2001-05, loop teams were a combined 21-11 vs. the number in bowls. This
season— North Carolina (Meineke Car Care), Boston College (Emerald),
Clemson (Music City), Miami-Florida (Champs Sports), Virginia Tech (Chick
fil-A), Florida State (Gator), Georgia Tech (Orange).

Big East...The loop, which once relied upon Miami-Florida (since departed
for ACC) to provide its bowl glitz, has mostly held its own even without the
Canes, Virginia Tech, and Boston College, generally hanging around the
.500 mark since, although it slipped to 2-4 a year ago.  This season—Rutgers
(St.Petersburg), Pittsburgh (Meineke Car Care), West Virginia (Gator),
Cincinnati (Sugar), South Florida (International), UConn (Papajohns.com).

Big Ten... Big Ten bowl teams are off their first back-to-back losing years vs.
the spread in over a decade (3-5 in '07 and 3-4 a year ago).  Note that  Michigan
isn't "bowling" for consecutive years for first time since 1973-74, when the Big
Ten's Rose Bowl-only rule (and those years it was Ohio State) kept two of Bo
Schembechler's best Wolverine teams at home.  Rich Rodriguez doesn't have
a similar excuse.  Speaking of the Buckeyes, they'll be making only their second
Rose Bowl appearance in 25 years, hard as that is to believe.     This season—
Wisconsin (Champs Sports), Minnesota (Insight), Northwestern (Outback), Penn
State (Capital One), Ohio State (Rose), Michigan State (Alamo), Iowa (Orange).

Big XII...Another disappointing run for Big XII "bowlers" last season, dropping
5 of 7 spread decisions.  The league has had more than a few clinker bowl
campaigns in recent memory (besides last season, note a  2-6 mark in '06, and
Big XII teams also covered only 4 of 15 bowl chances between 2003-04).  Since
the league was officially formed in '96 (an amalgamation of the old Big 8 with
four former SWC schools),  Big XII teams stand only 39-55 vs. the line in
postseason play, continuing a trend from the old Big Eight, which was also a
notorious bowl underachiever.    This season—Texas A&M (Independence),
Nebraska (Holiday), Missouri (Texas), Oklahoma (Sun), Iowa State (Insight),
Oklahoma State (Cotton), Arkansas (Liberty), Texas Tech (Alamo), Texas
(BCS title game).

Conference USA...C-USA has undergone numerous facelifts in its brief but
colorful history, providing a home for various former gridiron nomads, many of
whom having campaigned for years as independents or in other non-BCS
leagues.  Its teams have generally held their own in bowls over the years,
however, and recorded a solid 4-2 postseason spread mark in '08.   Note
HawaiiBowl-bound SMU is "bowling" for the first time since 1984.  This
season—UCF (St. Petersburg), Southern Miss (New Orleans), SMU (Hawaii),
Marshall (Little Caesars), Houston (Armed Forces), East Carolina (Liberty).

Mountain West...The Mountain West has made some noise in recent years
with a pair of impressive wins by Utah in BCS games (Fiesta after '04, Sugar
after '08); this year, TCU takes a shot in the Fiesta.   But the past two years
have been a bit subpar overall, posting 2-3 spread marks each season after a
combined 6-3 postseason mark vs. the line the previous three campaigns.    This
season—Wyoming (New Mexico), BYU (Las Vegas), Utah (Poinsettia), Air
Force (Armed Forces), TCU (Fiesta).

Pacific 10...The Pac-10 has been in the spotlight the past two years, covering
9 of 11 bowl chances in 2007-08 (not to mention a spotless 5-0 straight-up mark
a year ago).  That has come at just the right time, as the league's reputation that
had sagged a bit earlier in the decade (3-7 vs. line in '05-06 bowls), and was also
subpar over an extended stretch in bowls from 1992-2002 (just 24-32 vs. number).
This season—Oregon State (Las Vegas), Cal (Poinsettia), Southern Cal (Emer-
ald), UCLA (EagleBank), Arizona (Holiday), Stanford (Sun), Oregon (Rose).

Southeastern...TheSEC continues to set the standard for bowl excellence,
covering 6 of 8 chances each of the last two years and now standing a pristine
18-7 vs. the line in bowls since 2006.  Indeed, with the exception of a particularly
rough 2004 bowl season (1-5 vs. number), SEC teams are 44-26 vs. the line
in bowls since '99, and, even including 2004, a solid 69-47 vs. the line in
postseason since 1993.  This season—Kentucky (Music City), Georgia
(Independence), Tennessee (Chick fil-A), Auburn (Outback), LSU (Capital
One), Florida (Sugar), South Carolina (Papajohns.com), Ole Miss (Cotton),
Arkansas (Liberty), Alabama (BCS title game).

WAC...After an especially encouraging 2006 campaign when covering all
four of its bowl chances, WAC teams have sunk below .500 vs. the line in bowls
the past two years, covering just one of four chances in 2007 and two of five
a year ago.  On the plus side, however,   the WAC has its third BCS rep in the
past four seasons, with Boise State returning to the Fiesta Bowl after winning
there three years ago.  This season—Fresno State (New Mexico), Nevada
(Hawaii), Idaho (Roady's Humanitarian), Boise State (Fiesta).
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CONFERENCE BOWL POINTSPREAD TABLES continued...
MAC, Sun Belt, Independents, & others...A once-robust collection of

Independents has basically dwindled to a few, with Navy (Texas) the only
"bowler" in 2008.  Interestingly, their collective numbers are still the best for
the most-extended periods of measurement, although that's nothing more than
a curiosity these days, with almost all "indies" having joined a conference in
the last 20 years.    Big West & MAC champs met annually from 1981 thru ’96
in California/California Raisin (thru ’91) and Las Vegas (‘92-96) Bowls.  Big
West was 8-6 vs. line in bowls from ‘87-2000 but no longer competes in football,
its old gridiron members now in the WAC and Sun Belt.  MAC teams, however,
dropped all five bowlspread decisions last year and stand 17-19 vs. the line
since '87.  This year the MAC again has five "bowlers"—Ohio (Little Caesars),
Temple (EagleBank), Bowling Green (Roady's Humanitarian), Northern Illi-
nois (International), and Central Michigan (GMAC). The Sun Belt stands 5-6 vs.
the line in postseason since 2001, and this year sends Middle Tennessee (New
Orleans) and Troy (GMAC) to the postseason.

CONFERENCE BOWL POINTSPREAD RECORDS
CONFERENCE 2008 2007 2006 1993-08 1987-08 1973-08
ACC 7-3 1-5 3-5 51-47 60-53             76-72
Big East 2-4 2-2 3-2 35-37 37-38 37-38
Big Ten 3-4 3-5 4-3 49-54 63-70 82-95
Big XII* 2-5 4-4 2-6 50-57 54-66 74-93
Conference USA 4-2 3-3 3-3 26-25 26-25 26-25
Independents 1-1 1-0 1-1 11-14 34-25 70-56
Mountain West 2-3 2-3 3-1 17-17 17-17 17-17
Pacific 10 4-1 5-1 2-4 44-44 53-55 82-80
Southeastern 6-2 6-2 6-3 69-47 78-64 109-95
Southwest@ — — — 6-5 12-12 34-39
WAC 2-3 1-3 4-0 28-28 37-39 45-45
*-Big XII was Big Eight prior to ’96; @-SWC disbanded after ’95.  See
MAC, Sun Belt and Big West records in story above.

TECHNICIAN'S CORNER
OHIO vs. MARSHALL (Little Caesars Bowl, December 26)...Frank

Solich and Rick Minter a combined 3-7 SU and vs. line in bowls.  Solich,
however, is 10-4 vs. line last 14 on board since late LY.  Ohio also covered its
last 4 TY and Bobcats covered 5 of last 6 away from Athens. Herd failed to
cover last 3 on board TY but did cover 4 of 7 away from home, improvement
on recent road marks (9-21 vs. line from ‘04-08).  Note MAC 0-5 vs. line in
bowls LY, however.  Tech edge-slight to Ohio, based on team trends.

NORTH CAROLINA vs. PITTSBURGH (Meineke Car Care Bowl,
December 26)...Note Butch Davis 5-0 vs. line in previous bowls at Miami and
UNC.  Heels covered 4 of last 5 in ‘09 and were 3-1 as dog, Butch now 7-1 vs.
line his last 8 as dog.  Tech edge-UNC, based on Butch bowl trends.

BOSTON COLLEGE VS. SOUTHERN CAL (Emerald, December
26)...Trojans offered poor value TY, just 2-9 vs. line last 11 on board TY.  Pete
Carroll also just 2-8 vs. number last 10 as favorite away from home.  Trojans
have failed to cover last 6 pre-New Year’s bowls dating back to 1985 Aloha
Bowl vs. Alabama (although Carroll hasn’t been involved in one of those since
2001 Las Vegas Bowl loss vs. Utah), but Carroll has covered last 3 and 6 of
last 7 bowls overall.  Carroll just 27-34 vs. number last 61 on board since mid
‘05.  BC had won 8 straight bowls prior to LY’s 16-14 loss vs. Vandy in Music
City.  Eagles, however, have failed to cover last 3 bowls after covering
previous 6.  Spaziani 2-2 vs. line as dog TY but BC 15-6 vs. spread last 21 in
role.  Note that 7-13½-point bowl dogs are 58-28 vs. number this decade!
Tech edge-BC, based on team trends.

KENTUCKY vs. CLEMSON (Music City, December 27)...This is a
rematch of ‘06 Music City won by UK 28-20.  Indeed this is Wildcats’ third
Music City in 4 seasons, and Rich Brooks is undefeated SU (2-0-1 vs. line) in
bowls the last 3 years.  Cats covered all 5 away from Lexington TY (6 straight
since LY) and are 7-2 last 9 as dog away from Commonwealth Stadium.  Dabo
no covers last 3 on board TY and Tigers 2-6 vs. spread last 8 as chalk away
from home (2-3 in role for Dabo).  Cats also in profitable “7+ dog” bowl
territory.   SEC 12-4 vs. line in bowls the last two years.  Tech edge-
Kentucky, based on team and bowl trends.

TEXAS A&M vs. GEORGIA (Independence, December 28)...Richt has
won outright in 6 of his last 7 bowl games, covering last 3 and 5 of those 7.
Richt is also 4-2 his last 6 as bowl chalk.  Georgia, however, is only 5-10 its
last 15 as chalk since LY (2-4 TY).  Ags 1-4 SU and vs. line away from Kyle
Field TY and 1-6 last 7 vs. line away.  Ags also no covers last 3 bowls pre-
Mike Sherman.  Tech edge-slight to Georgia, based on team trends.

UCLA vs. TEMPLE (EagleBank,  December 29)...Ugh!  Neuheisel’s first
bowl since ‘02 Sun Bowl with U-Dub vs. Purdue.  He lost 3 of 4 bowls with
Huskies after winning all 3 bowl tries with Colorado.  Al “Touch of” Golden 8-
3 vs. line TY and 16-7 since LY vs. number.  Al “Touch of” Golden also 8-2 vs.

number last 10 as dog (3-0 TY).  Neuheisel 5-1-1 as chalk at UCLA but two of
those shouldn’t count vs. WSU, and Neuheisel a poor favorite earlier in his
career.  Note Bruins also “under” 10-2 TY and 14-2 last 16 on board!  Although
Owls “over” 8-3 TY. Tech edge-Temple and “under,” based on team
and “totals” trends.

WISCONSIN vs. MIAMI-FLORIDA (Champs Sports, December
29)...Clemson (now at Music City) or Miami (now at Champs Sports) likely
quite upset for having to cede claim to the higher-profile Gator Bowl to make
room for Bobby Bowden’s last game.  Wisconsin visits site of LY’s demolition
bowl loss vs. FSU in Orlando.  Bielema only 4-9 vs. spread his last 13 as dog
(1-1 TY).  Canes 8-5 vs. line away past 2 years.  Tech edge-Miami, based
on team trends.

BOWLING GREEN vs. IDAHO (Roady’s Humanitarian, December
30)...Ugh!  First Idaho bowl since this game in ‘98 when it upset Southern Miss.
Akey faded at end TY when dropping last 5 vs. number, but Vandals had
covered first 7 TY and 10 of previous 11.  Idaho covered all 4 vs. non-WAC
foes TY.  Akey also 9-4 last 13 as dog.  Falcs won and covered their last 4 TY and
have played on this field before, losing but covering LY vs. Boise, 20-7.  Falcs
also 11-2 vs. line away from home since LY (2-2 as road chalk TY).  Note MAC 0-
5 vs. line in bowls LY.   Tech edge-slight to Idaho, based on team trends.

NEBRASKA vs. ARIZONA (Holiday, December 30)...Huskers “under” 10-
3 TY, Arizona “under” 5 of last 6 in ‘09.  Cats only dropped 1 of last 7 vs.
number TY (5-1-1), and Stoops 18-9-1 vs. number since late ‘07.  Very short
price, but Bo Pelini was 3-0 as dog TY.  Tech edge-“Under” and slight to
Arizona, based on “totals” and team trends.

NAVY vs. MISSOURI (Texas, December 31)...Rematch of 1961 Orange
Bowl, won by Mizzou 21-14 over Joe Bellinio’s Navy in a game that was
played in front of President-elect Kennedy.  A star of game was Mizzou LB
Andy Russell, future Steelers All-Pro.  Niumatalolo only 11-12 vs. number
since LY, but he was 3-1 as dog TY, and Mids still 35-18 vs. number away
from Annapolis since late ‘02.  Navy has also covered 4 of last 5 bowls (barely
missing LY vs. Wake).  Missouri only 2-6 last 8 and 3-7 last 10 vs. number TY
but did cover 4 of 6 away from Columbia (Tigers 0-5 vs. line as host TY).
Tech edge-Navy, based on team trends.

AIR FORCE vs. HOUSTON (Armed Forces, December 31)...  Double
rematch from LY when teams split a pair of meetings in the Metroplex,
including this bowl.  Cougs 1-4 vs. line as chalk away from home TY, 2-9 in
role since LY.  Falcs covered 4 of last 5 TY, and Calhoun solid 22-13 overall
vs. number since taking over Falcs in ‘07.   Tech edge-Air Force, based on
UH road chalk woes.

STANFORD vs. OKLAHOMA (Sun, December 31)...Bob Stoops no
covers last 3 of 5 of last 6 bowls.  Sooners just 1-4-1 vs. line away from home
TY, 1-5-1 last 7 in role since late LY, 1-4 as road chalk TY.  Harbaugh only 4-
8 vs. line away from Farm since LY (2-3 TY).  Dogs of 7 or more 58-28 vs. line
in bowls since 2000, and Pac-10 5-0 vs. line in bowls LY.  Tech edge-
Stanford, based on team and bowl trends.

IOWA STATE vs. MINNESOTA (Insight, December 31)...Minnesota
returns to Tempe for this game after getting whipped 42-21 by Kansas LY.
Gophers just 4-7 vs. line TY and 5-11 vs. number last 16 on board.  Brewster
also just 2-5 vs. line last 7 as chalk (albeit slight chalk here) and has covered
just 1 of last 6 away from home.  Third appearance last 4 years in this bowl for
Gophers, painful losers in first two (did cover in ‘06 vs. Texas Tech but blew
a huge halftime lead and cost Glen Mason his job).   Paul Rhoads 7-4 vs. line
TY and 4-2 vs. number away from home.  Tech edge-slight to Iowa State,
based on Minnesota negatives.

TENNESSEE vs. VIRGINIA TECH (Chick-fil-A, December 31)...  Beamer
26-12 vs. line away from home since ‘04 and also covered his last 4 on the
board TY.  Hokies however have lost last two games at Georgia Dome (vs. Bama
in opener TY and in this game vs. Georgia in ‘06).  Lane Kiffin 3-1 vs. line away TY
and 2-1 as dog.  Tech edge-slight to VT, based on extended road mark.

NORTHWESTERN vs. AUBURN (Outback, January 1)...Since NU began
appearing in bowls fourteen years ago, the Wildcats are 0-6 SU but they did
get a cover LY in the Alamo vs. Mizzou.  Fitzgerald covered his last 3 TY and
has covered 7 of his last 8 away from home.  NU also has covered all 8 tries
as a dog away from Evanston since LY!  Chizik no covers his last 3 as chalk
TY, and Tigers failed to cover their last 3 away from Jordan-Hare Stadium.
Cats also in profitable 7+ bowl dog territory (61-32 vs. line this decade).  Tech
edge-Northwestern, based on team trends.

FLORIDA STATE vs. WEST VIRGINIA (Gator, January 1)...Bowden
Bowl!  FSU just 3-8 vs. line TY but note Bowden is 4-0-1 vs. line last 5 bowls,
including a win over his old affiliation WVU in this same Gator Bowl five years
ago, 30-18.  Bill Stewart closed with three straight covers, all in close games,
but he’s still just 9-16 vs. line since last season.  Stewart 2-0 SU in bowls (1-
1 vs. line) and Mountaineers have won SU their last 4 bowls since that ‘05 Gator
loss vs. FSU.   Tech edge-slight to FSU, based on recent bowl trends.
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TECHNICIANS CORNER  continued...
LSU vs. PENN STATE (Capital One, January 1)...Shades has historically

had success in bowls (23-12 vs. line and 12-3 as chalk) but is only 2-3 vs. line
last five bowls.  Tigers 4-0 SU and vs. line their last 4 bowls with Les Miles.
Miles also 15-6 vs. line at LSU vs. non-conference foes since arriving in ‘05.
Note SEC 6-2 vs. line bowls each of last two years and 18-7 vs. number in
postseason since ‘06.   Tech edge-LSU, based on team and bowl trends.

OHIO STATE vs. OREGON (Rose, January 1)...Rematch of 1958 Rose
Bowl won by Ohio State, 10-7, Woody Hayes over Len Casanova’s Ducks.
Tressel 5-2 vs. line in last seven bowls (he’s 5-3 vs. line in bowls with OSU)
but 1-2 last 3.  Tressel did cover twice as dog TY vs. USC & Penn State but just
4-3 as dog since ‘06.  Ducks have won and covered their last two bowls
impressively, both as dog (when Chip Kelly was o.c.), but enter having
dropped 3 of last 4 vs. line TY.  Pac-10 9-2 vs. line in bowls the past two
years.  Tech edge-slight to Oregon, based on recent bowl mark.

CINCINNATI vs. FLORIDA (Sugar, January 1)...Urban Meyer 5-1 SU and
vs. line in bowls.  Gators, however, just 3-5 vs. number last 8 TY after
covering 12 of previous 13.  Cincy actually failed to cover last 4 on board TY
(all as chalk) but was 4-1 vs. line last 5 away from Nippert.  Bearcats also 10-
4 vs. line last 14 as dog.  Note 7-13 1/2-point bowl dogs 58-28 this decade.
Tech edge-slight to Cincy, based on team and bowl trends.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS vs. SOUTH FLORIDA (International, January
2)...Toronto a long way from Tampa in early January, at least this one is
indoors!  NIU no covers its last 4 away from DeKalb TY after 8-2 mark previous
10 on board away from home.  Huskies 6-1 vs. line last 7 vs. non-MAC foes away
from home and are a desired "7+" bowl dog.  USF a bit non-descript in most
categories (including bowls under Leavitt, 2-2 SU and vs. line).  Note MAC teams
0-5 vs. line in bowls LY.  Tech edge-NIU, based on team and bowl trends.

UCONN vs. SOUTH CAROLINA (Papajohns.com, January 2)...Edsall 9-
2 vs. line TY and 10-2 last 12 on board, Huskies also 6-0 as dog TY. Spurrier
only 1-2 SU and vs. line in both at USC, and was one of the two SEC bowl
losers vs. number LY.  Spurrier did cover all 3 on board vs. non-SEC TY,
however.   Tech edge-slight to UConn, based on team trends.

OLE MISS vs. OKLAHOMA STATE (Cotton, January 2)...Rematch of ’04
Cotton Bowl won by Ole Miss, 31-28, in Eli’s last game as a Rebel. Ole Miss
also won this game LY as a dog against Texas Tech.   Houston Nutt, however,
just 2-4 as chalk away from Oxford since LY.  Gundy 5-9-1 vs. line last 15 on
board and just 2-7 last 9 as dog (0-2 TY).  Note SEC bowl pedigree since ‘06
(18-7 vs. line).  Tech edge-Ole Miss, based on team and bowl trends.

ARKANSAS vs. EAST CAROLINA (Liberty, January 2)...Skip re-
steadied the Pirate ship, at least vs. the number, covering 6 of last 9 TY after
prior pointspread slump.  Skip still 22-10 vs. line as dog since taking over ECU
in ‘05. Petrino, however, covered last 4 and 7 of last 9 TY and is 12-5-1 last 18
vs. number since early LY.  Tech edge-slight to ECU, based on extended
team trends.

MICHIGAN STATE VS. TEXAS TECH (Alamo, January 2)...Leach only 2-
6 as bowl chalk at Tech and has failed to cover his last 4 bowls. Leach also
just 7-9 vs. number last 16 as chalk.  Dantonio, however, just 1-6 as dog since
LY.  Tech edge-slight to Texas Tech, based on team trends.

BOISE STATE vs. TCU (Fiesta, January 4)...Rematch of LY’s 17-16 TCU
nailbiter in Poinsettia (Boise covered +2).  Broncos 16-7 vs. line since LY and
4-1 in rare dog role for Petersen since ‘06.  Also 10-3 vs. number las t13 away
from blue carpet.  Patterson has covered 5 of last 6 bowls and is 20-8 last 28
on board vs. line, but Boise a desired "7+" bowl dog.    Tech edge- Boise,
based on team trends.

IOWA vs. GEORGIA TECH (Orange, January 5)...Ferentz has covered 4
of last 5 bowls and is 14-5 vs. line last 19 on board.  Iowa has also covered its
last 5 as an underdog (4-0 TY).  Paul Johnson, however, 16-7 vs. line with GT
since LY, and 52-28 vs. spread last 80 on board at Navy & GT (since early
‘03).  Tech also 5-0 as road chalk TY.   Tech edge-slight to GT, based on
team trends.

TROY vs. CENTRAL MICHIGAN (GMAC, January 6)...Troy 10-6 as dog
since ’05 and 17-10-1 vs. number last 28 away from home.  CMU was 9-3 vs,
number TY but this will be first chance laying points vs. non-conference foe
this season.  Chips just 3-5 as chalk away from Mt. Pleasant since LY.  Note
MAC 0-5 vs. line in bowls LY (including CMU losing as chalk vs. Sun Belt FAU)
Tech edge-Troy, based on team trends.

TEXAS vs. ALABAMA (BCS title game at Pasadena, January 7)...Mack
has been nothing special in bowls lately, just 3-7 vs. number last 10.  But he is
5-1 in rare dog role since ‘04.  Bama just 2-5 vs. line last 7 bowls in past
decade (1-1 with Nick).  Nick is 12-3 vs. line last 15 away from Tuscaloosa,
however.  Note much trending in recent BCS title games, with dogs and chalk
3-3 last 6.  Tech edge-slight to Texas, based on Mack dog numbers.

FANTASY STAT MATCHUPS
...for December 25 - 28 NFL games

                                RUSH YD RUSH TD PASS YD. PASS TD INTs FGM-FGA
TEAM FOR VS FOR VS. FOR VS. FOR VS. FOR VS. FOR VS.

San Diego 86 117 13 8 269 213 25 21 9 12 29-32 22-26
Tennessee 163 101 15 12 198 265 16 28 12 19 25-29 20-25

Seattle 94 106 7 10 226 249 18 26 14 12 21-23 19-27
Green Bay 115 84 13 5 264 207 28 27 7 23 24-33 12-16

Oakland 112 149 7 20 142 221 9 15 14 8 21-24 27-35
Cleveland 122 150 7 15 134 244 10 20 17 6 17-19 26-31

Kansas City 105 163 5 16 181 225 17 22 13 11 21-25 27-35
Cincinnati 131 85 9 8 197 215 19 17 11 17 22-27 19-25

Buffalo 113 166 6 18 159 184 15 11 17 26 24-29 21-26
Atlanta 110 117 15 10 223 255 21 24 15 11 16-24 18-26

Houston 86 113 10 14 291 210 25 18 15 12 19-28 16-18
Miami 148 108 20 15 190 234 12 18 15 13 22-24 28-34

Carolina 150 137 14 13 170 192 9 13 20 18 17-22 17-24
NY Giants 125 100 11 17 257 206 24 23 11 10 25-30 13-16

Tampa Bay 101 159 4 15 182 204 17 26 25 17 13-23 23-27
New Orleans 134 115 19 17 285 239 33 14 11 24 20-25 22-27

Jacksonville 129 103 18 9 213 244 13 24 7 14 17-26 21-25
New England 118 109 16 3 280 206 24 23 12 15 24-29 14-18

Baltimore 128 100 19 7 227 200 19 15 12 20 19-26 19-22
Pittsburgh 110 83 9 6 265 221 24 18 12 8 21-25 19-26

Denver 120 117 7 8 216 178 17 15 9 14 27-32 23-25
Philadelphia 107 102 14 10 257 214 24 22 12 23 29-33 18-20

St. Louis 116 140 4 19 179 233 11 19 18 8 16-20 18-21
Arizona 95 115 13 11 256 240 25 20 15 17 17-18 17-23

Detroit 100 128 9 16 196 269 14 31 28 9 16-23 26-28
San Francisco 99 97 8 12 187 248 21 14 14 15 17-21 25-29

NY Jets 164 103 16 9 159 160 12 8 21 15 25-31 18-22
Indianapolis 86 112 13 9 297 226 34 16 16 16 15-19 25-31

Dallas 130 98 12 7 265 232 23 19 7 10 18-28 18-25
Washington 101 117 7 7 218 188 18 13 12 9 20-23 26-31

Minnesota 125 87 15 3 254 217 28 19 6 9 22-23 19-22
Chicago 88 128 6 12 211 203 19 25 26 12 18-21 21-29

YARDSTICKS
COLLEGE--2009 TO DATE

1-3 3½-6½ 7-13½14-over TOTAL
HOME FAVORITES 23-28 34-37 56-68 83-90 196-223
ROAD FAVORITES 23-26 33-34 38-38 29-15 123-113
FAVORITES-DOGS* 48-55 68-74 94-107115-109 325-345

COLLEGE--LAST WEEK
1-3 3½-6½ 7-13½14-over TOTAL

HOME FAVORITES 0-3 0-0 0-4 1-2 1-9
ROAD FAVORITES 1-2 0-1 1-1 0-0 2-4
FAVORITES-DOGS* 2-5 0-2 1-6 1-3 4-16

NFL--2009 TO DATE
1-3 3½-6½ 7-9½10-over TOTAL

HOME FAVORITES 15-16 19-22 12-18 17-17 63-73
ROAD FAVORITES 13-15 19-11 3-7 6-8 41-41
FAVORITES-DOGS* 28-31 38-33 15-25 24-25 105-114

NFL--LAST WEEK
1-3 3½-6½ 7-9½10-over TOTAL

HOME FAVORITES 1-2 5-0 1-2 2-3 9-7
ROAD FAVORITES 3-3 4-2 0-1 0-3 7-9
FAVORITES-DOGS* 4-5 9-2 1-3 2-6 16-16

*NOTE: 1st # Favorite winners: 2nd # Underdog winners.
Example: In the 1-3 point range in the NFL this season,
 the Favorites won 28 while the Underdogs won 31.

Games at neutral sites also appear here.
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BOWL TECH PLAYS

NORTH CAROLINA
Over the past decade, one of the nation’s most successful bowl coaches

has been North Carolina’s Butch Davis, who leads his Tar Heels against
Pittsburgh in the Meineke Car Care Bowl at Charlotte December 26.  Davis has
covered all five of his bowl pointspread decisions at Miami & Chapel Hill, and
please note his Tar Heels have covered 7 of their last 8 chances as an underdog.
North Carolina is also a featured recommendation in both the Power Underdog
and College Coach as Underdog (with Davis) systems vs. the Panthers.

BOSTON COLLEGE
One of the truths of the 2009 college season was never to trust Southern

Cal, which posted one of the nation’s worst spread marks as it failed to live up
to expectations.  The Trojans, who dropped 9 of their last 11 vs. the number
this season, will be hard-pressed to turn things around when facing rugged
Boston College in the Emerald Bowl at San Francisco’s AT&T Park
December 26.   Note, too, that SC coach Pete Carroll is also just 2-8 vs. the line
his last  10 chances as chalk away from the Coliseum, and historically the Trojans
have fared poorly in these “pre-New Year’s” bowls (although  they haven’t
played in one of them since 2001), failing to cover in their last six.  Meanwhile, the
Eagles had won eight straight bowl games prior to last year’s 16-14 loss to
Vanderbilt in the Music City Bowl, and BC is 15-6 its last 21 as a dog.  The Eagles
are also a preferred “7+” bowl dog (dogs getting 7 points or more are 61-32 vs.
the number this decade), as well as a preferred Power Underdog vs. SC.

KENTUCKY
The combination of a big bowl underdog from the SEC is too much to pass

up when Kentucky tackles Clemson in the Music City Bowl at Nashville’s LP
Field December 27.  Note that bowl dogs receiving between 7 and 13½ points
stand a sparkling 58-28 vs. the number this decade.  And SEC teams recorded
6-2 spread marks in bowls each of the last two years, and now 18-7 since
2006, with UK not suffering a spread loss its last three bowls over that span
(one of those a 28-20 win over the same Tigers in this very bowl three years
ago).  The Cats have also covered 6 straight games away from Lexington and
are 7-2 vs. the line their last 9 as a dog away from home, qualifying them as a
featured bowl Power Underdog as well.  On the other hand, note Clemson’s
2-6 spread mark its last 8 as chalk away from Death Valley.

UCLA-TEMPLE “UNDER”
Occasionally there are “totals” trends that are just too hard to ignore.  So it

goes with UCLA, the nation’s most reliable “under” performer.  And the Bruins
again seem worth a recommendation in their preferred “under” mode when
traveling across country to face Temple in the EagleBank Bowl at
Washington’s venerable RFK Stadium December 29.  UCLA was not only
“under” 0-2 this season, but “under” 14 of its last 16, 17 of its last 20, 22 of its
last 28, and 25 of its last 32 since midway in the 2007 campaign!

MIAMI-FLORIDA
Big Ten teams have not exactly acquitted themselves well in the

postseason lately, recording a subpar 6-9 bowl spread mark over the past
two seasons, and standing sub-.500 vs. the number in most all bowl
categories over the past several decades.  We don’t expect that to change
much when Wisconsin (a loser of its last two bowls) faces Miami-Florida in
the Champs Sports Bowl at Orlando’s Citrus Bowl December 30.  The Badgers
have also not distinguished themselves lately as an underdog for HC Bret Bielema
as they used to for Barry Alvarez, dropping 9 of their last 13 spread decisions as
a dog.  And the Canes have experienced enough spread success on the road (8-
5 vs. number last 13) to warrant a hard look in Orlando.

LSU
Joe Paterno has built a fine record in bowl games over his 44 seasons as

Penn State’s coach, but in recent years those numbers have not been
overwhelming, dropping 3 of his last 5 vs. the number in postseason play.
And we don’t see things improving vs. LSU in the Capital One Bowl New
Year’s Day in Orlando.  Remember, the Tigers have won and covered their last
four bowls under HC Les Miles.  And LSU has been a main contributor to the
SEC’s stellar recent bowl pointspread record (12-4 vs. line apst two seasons
and 18-7 since 2006).  The Tigers are also 15-6 vs. the line against non-SEC
foes since Miles arrived in Baton Rouge in 2005.

  NORTHERN ILLINOIS
When else but in bowl season would we be breaking down a matchup

between Northern Illinois and South Florida, being played over the border
at the home of the Toronto Blue Jays and Argonauts?  The Huskies, however,
are another of those “7+” bowl dogs for this January 2 International Bowl battle at
the Rogers Centre in Toronto, and note how those bowl dogs receiving 7 points
or more are a sterling 61-32 vs. the number this decade.  NIU is also 6-1 vs. the
number its last 7 against non-MAC foes away from DeKalb.

BOISE STATE
It’s a rematch of last year’s Poinsettia Bowl won by TCU in a close 17-16

verdict over Boise State.  And with the Broncos undefeated straight up as
they were for last year’s game in San Diego, we have to wonder why the
oddsmakers are being so generous for the rematch, taking place at the Fiesta
Bowl January 4.  We can’t knock the Horned Frogs, but there are a lot of
positives on the Broncos side, including a superb 16-7 overall mark vs. the
number since a year ago, and 4-1 in a rare dog role for HC Chris Petersen
since 2006.  Boise is thus a featured Power Underdog in Glendale, and note
that the Broncos have overachieved away from their beloved blue carpet at
home, covering 10 of their last 13 away from home.  And they’re also a
featured “7+” bowl dog; remember, bowl dogs receiving between 7-13½
points are 58-28 vs. the line this decade!

NOTE! This is the last 2009 issue
of  TGS EXTRA!!!  Remaining NFL

Tech Plays for the final three
weeks of the regular season will
be listed in upcoming issues of

THE GOLD SHEET ...
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