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BASKETBALL

BONANZA!

| like to surf a place online known as “The Lair of the Square”
(hint: it rhymes with ‘lovers’) before the Super Bowl, to see
what people might be thinking. Last year, it was a place where
somebody claimed that a Super Bowl prop, “Which team will
kick off first?” was a lock. We took that one to task, and natu-
rally, the clown’s “lock” of “Pittsburgh to kick off first” got beat
when “offensive minded” Arizona won the toss and elected to
kick off. That was a real hoot! Here are some current Super
Bowl-related comments from the Lair of the Square. Some of
them make very little sense, others are lucid. You be the judge
on which is which. By the way, the 100 misspellings in these
comments have been corrected. | can’t stand to see so many
misspelled words in such a small space:

“Indy gave up 1309 passing yards to Arizona, New Engalnd and

2 games against Houston. This averages out to about 327
yards a game against the only teams they played that were
more than decent at throwing the ball. Lacey and Powers
(Colts’ cornerbacks) have played great as rookies but | question
how much stock we are putting into their performance.”

“Peyton Manning gets two weeks to prepare for this New
Orleans defense. There is no way he doesn't put up 30-37
points. | don’t see how New Orleans can win. | will be pound-
ing the Money Line in the next day or so...l am 3-1 so far in the
playoffs. The more | see how the Saints game ended the more
| like the Colts...Saints acted like they already accomplished
their goal. | wonder if they can stay focused... | am not a big
NFL bettor but | know a winner when | see one... | am more a
College Football and Baseball bettor. Pound Colts Money
Line... Trust Me!!l”

(In response to above): “There is no way Namath beats the
Colts in Super Bowl Ill... There is no way the Americans can

beat Russia in 1980 Olympics...There is no way Villanova
beats Georgetown in 1984 NCAA finals. .. There is no way the
Reds sweep the A's in the 1990 World Series. .. There is no way
Douglas beats Tyson. .. There is no way the 1969 Mets sweep
the Orioles. ..” “No team that has lost to Tampa Bay during the
regular season has ever won the Super Bowl. That means the
Colts moneyline is GOLD!!”

“Heart says Saints, head says Colts.... | got New Orleans
+5.5... I'm going to wait to see where the money moves to
make my decision. [Editor’s Note: This guy makes moron-spot-
ting easy!], but if the Colts D plays like they did Sunday... The
more | think about it | am loving the Over. Oh and by the way,
are you guys as pumped for this game as | am? This is going
to be an awesome Superbowl!”

“I may buy the line up to 7.5 and take the Saints.... even though
I'm convinced the Colts will WIN this game....”

0h, boy. That last one takes the cake.

“Pound on the Colts! | have never been more confident in a
Super Bowl in the last 10 years. And this comes from a guy who
took the Bears the last time Indy was in the Super Bowl!!”

(In response to above): “You got it wrong that time and you got
it wrong this time.”

Delaware getting busy again

0On Wednesday of last week, the state of Delaware — home to
NFL parlay wagering at three racetrack casinos and recently
approving of table games in those facilities -- appealed restric-
tions on its sports betting business to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Originally, Delaware sought to provide single-game wagering

but a lower court said “No!” Delaware says that court over-
stepped its authority by limiting the scope of the betting. (How
about, ‘Deputy sheriff meets a lawyer’s representative in a dark
bar, who has a bag of money waiting for him, of which he
receives a cut for delivering said money to a judge, the money
being used to buy a decision from the judge? Happens all the
time, doesn’t it?)

"By this petition, the state of Delaware seeks to vindicate its
traditional and fundamental right to raise revenues in the man-
ner it deems fit in a time of fiscal crisis," state lawyers wrote in
their filing.

The odds of any of the nine members of the Supreme Court
understanding any of the particulars involved in a case involv-
ing sports betting are very slim. First of all, there are women on
it. What’s that all about? The Supreme Court is essentially nine
circus clowns disguised as intellectuals, basing decisions on
their own personal interpretations of how a case relates to a
Constitution that was drafted about 223 years ago by men who
wore wigs or bows in their hair, and were just happy to have
distanced themselves from, then rid themselves of, the lunatics
in England who chased them across the Ocean but forgot that
they didn’t know how to fight.

Hey, when you consider it from that perspective, Delaware has
a shot to get a favorable ruling on this by accident, and then so
would other states! — B. Smith

Bobby Smith is Editor of Sports Reporter and
Sportsreporter.com, and the author of “How to Beat the Pro
Football Pointspread.”



SUPER BOWL XL1VV
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Sunday, February 7

Sun Life Stadium - Miami, FL (Grass Field)

SUPER BOWL XLIV
RECOMMENDED
NEW ORLEANS over INDIANAPOLIS by 4

(Excerpts from the complete forecast, which was published in last week’s issue)

The 2009 Saints’ defense will never be mentioned with some of the great NFL defenses
of all time because when points and yards allowed are factored in, it ranked 25th over-
all entering the postseason. But 46 turnovers and 8 defensive touchdowns after Gregg
Williams became New Orleans’ defensive coordinator, the Saints find themselves in the
Super Bowl. The New Orleans defense has contributed significantly to the team’s overall
success and is one of the most opportunistic units in recent seasons. Balls just tend to
pop out of opponents’ hands and into theirs. “Unless your defense is feared,” says
Williams, “then it's not really a legitimate defense and that comes about through contact.
This is a contact game. Everybody's got a cap (helmet). We think everybody has a face
mask and shoulder pads and you're supposed to use them. If you don't use them, then
you turn into a highway cone and stand over by me.” A message has been sent to Colts’
quarterback Peyton Manning.

The biggest change in the Colts this season was also on the defensive side of the ball,
where they became more aggressive and mixed in blitzes and man-to-man coverage.
“You used to know where the four linemen and linebackers would play,” said an oppos-
ing quarterbacks coach. “Now there are numerous variations you have to prepare for. And
you still have to block [defensive ends] Mathis and Freeney. That’s the first nightmare you
prepare for.” But Saints’ offensive braintrust Sean Payton and Pete Carmichael have two
weeks to prepare for it...That the Colts have trailed so often in games this season - five
times in a row in the regular season, and again in the AFC Championship Game, should
worry the chalk-players...The array of power ratings out there make the game in a range
from Colts -1, to Saints -4. NEW ORLEANS, 31-27.

Super Bowl XLIV, Sunday, February 7

NEW ORLEANS 55.5 57 = =
INDIANAPOLIS 6:25 919 1 = = =

PREMIER PLAYERS
ARE PREPARED

N.C.A.A.Profit
In the Last 2 Weeks!

+$3110

PREMIER PLAYERS MEMBERS are entering the most
fun phase of the schedule, and Premier Players
members receive the tops in tips for only $100 per
week, or heavily discounted with longer-term mem-
bership. To reserve your spot call:

1S161010581015329161014:

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4

PURDUE over *INDIANA by 11

Boilers don’t shoot it great from the outside — but they’ll get a bunch of easy points after forc-
ing a turnover-prone Hoosiers bunch to cough it up 15+ times. PURDUE, 72-61.

*DUKE over GEORGIA TECH by 13

Coach K usually has his fellas ready to eat nails in revenge situations....especially when play-
ing at home. Tech took out Duke on January 9th and despite the Jackets stinger of a defense,
it’s tough to get enough stops against an ultra-efficient home team offense. DUKE, 76-63.
*BUTLER over DETROIT by 14

Bulldogs won’t need OT like they did on January 10th to beat the Titans in the Motor City. That
was a 67 possession game — including the extra 5 minutes. Look for the home team to crank
it up a notch here. BUTLER, 76-62.

*WESTERN MICHIGAN over MIAMI-OH by 5

Even matchup, but Miami turns it over more and forces turnovers less. WESTERN MICHIGAN,
64-59.

KENT ST. over *EASTERN MICHIGAN by 4

Visitors are much better on the offensive end, but Eastern usually plays pretty good defense
and that will keep them from getting smoked at home. KENT ST., 67-63.

*CENTRAL MICHIGAN over BUFFALO by 1

CMU basically does one thing well and that’s turn you over. Buffalo is a like a bunch of Bulls
in a china shop with the rock — turning it over on 22% of their possessions. Slight advantage
to the home team. CENTRAL MICHIGAN, 68-67.

OHIO over *TOLEDO by 12

Rockets best shot at the cover is to take the fuel out of the Rocket and let the clock run. Any
Toledo backers will be holding their collective breaths every time a shot goes up in the final
five minutes. OHIO, 72-60.

*BALL ST. over BOWLING GREEN by 2

The rims will need replacing, but the floor should be fresh after this one. Two poor-shooting,
slow-tempo teams might have trouble keeping their own cheerleading crews from falling
asleep. Home team wins this pillow fight. BALL ST., 49-47.

*ALABAMA over FLORIDA by 2

Gators should be able to repel the Tide pressure using a smaller line-up of guards. Plus — their
forwards can also handle the ball. Bama has a bit of an athletic advantage in the paint, and
should be able to leverage that and the home town to victory. ALABAMA, 63-61.
*ARKANSAS LITTLE ROCK over ARKANSAS ST. by 9
*UL-LAFAYETTE over FIU by 9

WESTERN KENTUCKY over *UL-MONROE by 3

SOUTH ALABAMA over *NEW ORLEANS by 4

CLEVELAND ST. over *ILLINOIS-CHICAGO by 4
*LOYOLA-CHICAGO over YOUNGSTOWN ST. by 1

WRIGHT ST. over *VALPARAISO by 5

Valpo will need to be on from 3 to be a more athletic and active Wright St. team. WRIGHT ST.,
66-61.

*MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST. over TROY by 6

*NORTH TEXAS over FAU by 8

Owls generally get solid guard play, but it has waned a bit on the road. NORTH TEXAS, 76-68.
*VIRGINIA TECH over NORTH CAROLINA by 4

Vtech does a solid job of harassing opposing guards. That strategy lines up well with the fact
that Roy Williams’ backcourt is average at best — turning it over a lot more than Heels’ fans
are used to. VIRGINIA TECH, 74-70.

*FLORIDA ST. over MARYLAND by 3

FSU’s interior size will be the biggest difference and they’ll force Maryland to get all of their
points from outside of the painted area. FLORIDA ST. 67-64.

*NOTRE DAME over CINCINNATI by 4

Irish don’t play D, but they can score with most teams in the country. Bearcats can pull out
an important road conference win — but they’ll need to knock down shots consistently —
something that tends to escape them away from home. NOTRE DAME, 77-73.
*LOUISIANA TECH over SAN JOSE ST. by 16

San Jose St. is likely to shoot themselves out of this one early — creating a lot of fast break
opportunities for La Tech off of missed shots. LOUISIANA TECH, 90-74.

TENNESSEE over *LSU by 10



COLLEGE HOOPS

RECOMMENDED

*SAN DIEGO over SAN FRANCISCO by 11

Nobody is saying that the Dons are done for the season, but come on, an overtime win
vs. Gonzaga last week is like hitting a 350-yard drive on the 14th hole. Why play the rest?
Truth is that despite the win, USF is a WCC bottom feeder and USD swims just a tad bit
shallower. SAN DIEGO, 66-55.

ARIZONA ST. over *WASHINGTON ST. by 1

ASU plays solid, position zone defense, meaning that a Cougar team that relies heavily on
getting freebies from the charity stripe will have to hit a bunch from the field. ARIZONA ST.,
66-65.

*CAL RIVERSIDE over CS NORTHRIDGE by 2

*PACIFIC over CAL SANTA BARBARA by 6

*UC DAVIS over CAL POLY SLO by 4

*WASHINGTON over ARIZONA by 7

Cats are playing well as of late and the Huskies are about as reliable to ATS players as that
47 year-old uncle who still lives with his parents. WASHINGTON, 82-75.

CAL over *USC by 3

USC must stay within a few buckets of a very good offensive team because the Trojans don’t
have 400 horsepower under their offensive hood. More like a Kia engine to go with their F-
350 truck of a defense. CAL, 64-61.

*UCLA over STANFORD by 7

BEST BET

PORTLAND over *GONZAGA by 1

The Zags certainly have the marketing brand, but does the team matchup to the hype?
No — they don’t. Biggest issue is on the defensive end, where Mark Few’s team does not
make you uncomfortable. Teams do not turn it over against Gonzaga and opponents
shoot pretty well against them, too. You won't find many teams that drain it better than
Portland...and their offense will keep them in it until the end. Gonzaga won by 3 down
in Portland on January 9th...so with home court...they must win by 10+...right? Not so
fast, there. PORTLAND, 75-74.

*LONG BEACH ST. over CS FULLERTON by 11

*ST. MARYS over SANTA CLARA by 19

Home team scores at an impressive clip....so even if they don’t feel like playing much
defense...it ain’t hard to out-pace the offensively challenged. ST. MARYS, 86-67.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5

*CORNELL over YALE by 21

Big Red could probably win with Wittman and four non-starters. CORNELL, 77-56.
*DARTMOUTH over PENN by 1

*COLUMBIA over BROWN by 2

*HARVARD over PRINCETON by 7

The Crimson look to cleanse their pallet of the onion sandwich fed to them by Cornell last
Saturday. Careful though....the Tigers can still bite if you don’t grab them by the tail. HAR-
VARD, 71-64.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6

RECOMMENDED

MARQUETTE over *PROVIDENCE by 11

Likely 5-5 in conference, not many folks are talking about Marquette. This team is very
quick and can put the ball in the hole. Providence generates much of their offense
through their guards — meaning they’ll have some trouble getting it going vs. Marquette’s
quicks. MARQUETTE, 87-76.

VILLANOVA over *GEORGETOWN by 1

NC WILMINGTON over *DELAWARE by 2

Changing coaches in late January is just one of several reasons why we wouldn’t touch
Wilmington. The Seahawks have struggled big time in 2010, but Delaware has served as pain
medication for many teams that were hurting. NC WILMINGTON, 72-71.

XAVIER over *DAYTON by 1

WAKE FOREST over *VIRGINIA by 4

Should UVA be allowed to run their tortoise-like offense, an up-tempo Wake club might get
impatient and launch a bunch of bad shots. That said — the Deacs are long and athletic —
making scoring on them extremely difficult. WAKE FOREST, 66-62.

*TEXAS TECH over OKLAHOMA ST. by 5

RECOMMENDED

MISSISSIPPI ST. over *FLORIDA by 4

Sure — the Bulldogs are like a penny stock — up big one minute, then in the tank the next.
This game plays out well for the fellas from Starkville. Florida gets 55% of their points
inside the arch — namely because they can’t shoot threes and they lack true play-mak-
ing scorers that get to the foul line. MSU just doesn’t allow teams to score inside and
they don’t give up many offensive rebounds. Look for the road dog to ugly up the game
a bit and to knock down a few late threes to pull the upset. MISSISSIPPI ST., 65-61.

*ARKANSAS over AUBURN by 7

*SOUTH ALABAMA over MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST. by 3

Middle is rolling through the Sun Belt without much of an offense. Okay, when we say rolling,
we mean winners of five straight against mid-to-low quality opposition. USA teeters on the
low side, but their defense should give them a shot to win it late. SOUTH ALABAMA, 59-56.
NORTH TEXAS over *FIU by 4

*WESTERN MICHIGAN over BOWLING GREEN by 11

Senior guard Kool will score enough to keep a bad shooting visitor from getting any crazy
ideas of a road win. WESTERN MICHIGAN, 71-60.

CHARLOTTE over *FORDHAM by 16

*VALPARAISO over DETROIT by 1

Valpo should have enough offensive punch at home to overcome their shoddy defense. VAL-
PARAISO, 74-73.

*BUTLER over WRIGHT ST. by 8

Knocking off the conference bully is no easy task, especially on their own turf. If the Raiders
can protect the ball, Butler is pretty average when it comes to field goal % defense. Tight
game, with the home team pulling away down the stretch. BUTLER, 64-56.

KANSAS ST. over *IOWA ST. by 4

K-State usually lives on the free throw line, but will have to knock down open looks against
a non-aggressive defense that just doesn’t foul much. Would like the home team’s chances
better if they didn’t shoot a lowly 63% from the charity stripe. KANSAS ST., 69-65.
DUKE over *BOSTON COLLEGE by 6

*GEORGE WASHINGTON over DUQUESNE by 9

Both teams are much better defensively...but GW has the definitive edge on the offensive
end. That’s good, ‘cause 35% of the Dukes shots come from 3-land where they are last in
the NCAA hitting at a 25% clip. GEORGE WASHINGTON, 68-59.

MINNESOTA over *PENN ST. by 4

*RHODE ISLAND over UMASS by 21

Home team will look to make “Rhode kill” of UMass in an up-tempo game that will breach
70 possessions. URI likes that pace. They’ll also enjoy the fact that UMass doesn’t shoot
well....and those rebounds will turn into transition opps. RHODE ISLAND, 91-70.
*RICHMOND over TEMPLE by 1

AKRON over *BALL ST. by 8

WEST VIRGINIA over *ST. JOHNS by 8

The Johnnies usually battle, but they don’t have the goods to beat the Big East’s upper crust.
WVU is an enigma...wrapped in a question...bundled in a riddle — but even in a close game
— they have the talent and size to win this game. WEST VIRGINIA, 62-54.

BEST BET

UAB over *RICE by 17

Likely that the Blazers come in angry - losers of two straight (UTEP, Memphis). For a team
with designs on winning C-USA, they’ll need to finish strong and it starts vs. Rice. UAB
plays a suffocating style of defense that will be able to keep the Owls from getting any-
thing going offensively. Homies don’t push the ball up the floor, but the visitors like to play
pretty slow as well and it won’t bother ‘em because they can execute in half-court sets.
This will be a slow death at home for Rice as UAB methodically beats down their out-
manned opponent. UAB, 70-53.
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*TULANE over SMU by 3
GONZAGA over *MEMPHIS by 2
These two teams are playing for March seeding. The Tigers have the athletic edge, but the
Zags usually step up in these types of games — using their cagey vet guards Boldin and Gray
to get it done on the road. GONZAGA, 72-70.
CAL over *UCLA by 8

KENTUCKY over *LSU by 14

LSU will try to suck the air out of the ball in an attempt to limit possessions. All that really
does is to translate into less shots taken and shots missed for the Tigers. If Kentucky coach
Calipari can keep his team from trying to win the game every trip down the floor, point guard
Wall and the big combo of Cousins/Patterson are far too much for LSU to handle. KENTUCKY,
76-62.
TCU over *AIR FORCE by 7
*LA SALLE over ST. LOUIS by 5

Billikens are homebodies — going just 1-5 on the road to this point. Their inability to shoot is
the primary culprit. Majerus’ squad will be in this late due to tough D, but it will be tough to
keep La Salle scorer Rodney Green silent for 40 minutes. LA SALLE, 66-61.
*VCU over OLD DOMINION by 1
*ILLINOIS CHICAGO over YOUNGSTOWN ST. by 4

I-C is really bad on he offensive end, but they’ll be better than normal on this day against
one of the conference’s worst defensive clubs. ILLINOIS CHICAGO, 64-60.
CLEVELAND ST. over *LOYOLA CHICAGO by 9

MIAMI-OH over *NORTHEN ILLINOIS by 7

BYU over *UNLV by 4
Vegas strip goers should take a break from the tables to go watch BYU play ball. The Cougars
play an athletic brand of basketball and these kids shoot better than anybody in the land.
Expect the Rebels to come out fired up — dead set on slowing sharp shooter Fredette. But —
BYU will win this on the foul line. UNLV tends to hack like the corner butcher...not good
when your opponent hits 77% from the stripe — good for 3rd nationally. BYU, 80-76.
*ST. JOSEPHS over ST. BONAVENTURE by 1
*HOFSTRA over NORTHEASTERN by 2
Northeastern now wears the conference bull’'s eye, with what will be a 10-2 conference
record at tip. They are balanced on offense this year...and given Matt Janning’s shooting
troubles — that’s a good thing. Hofstra has a very limited offensive game, but will be out for
blood on the defensive end of the floor. Normally a solid free throw shooting team, look for
the home team to put this one away at the line. HOFSTRA, 63-61.
JAMES MADISON over *TOWSON by 4
*DREXEL over GEORGE MASON by 3
Dragons tough man-to-man D holds opponents under 43% shooting from inside the arch.
That'll send a C-average offensive team like George Mason to the back of the class with a
D-. DREXEL, 61-58.
*LOUISVILLE over RUTGERS by 15
Rutgers can beat the likes of no-defense Notre Dame at home....facing a solid defense
away from Jersey will bring out Rutgers true offensive game....shooting blanks.
LOUISVILLE, 68-53.
WISCONSIN over *MICHIGAN by 2
At just 2-4 away from Madison, Wisky needs to up their road game pre-NCAA tourney. This
will be a close game throughout game — with limited possessions turnovers and free throw
shooting will likely be the difference. That is the strength of both teams. WISCONSIN, 57-55.
*GEORGIA TECH over NC STATE by 7
*VIRGINIA TECH over CLEMSON by 4
Clemson is just 3-4 in 2010 at the time of print...but isn’t that par for the Tigers’ course?
Both teams can run and jump with most anybody and are pretty evenly matched across the
board. Hokies are one of the nation’s elite defensive teams — and that should push them
across the winning finish line. VIRGINIA TECH, 68-64.

BEST BET

*COLORADO over MISSOURI by 3

This marks the only roadie in a 4-game stretch for the Tigers so it’s a good opportunity
for a solid Buffs squad to earn a bit-time conference win. Don’t be fooled. Despite what
will likely be an 11-11 record (2-6 in the Big 12), CU is a decent squad that won’t mind
playing Mizzou’s helter-skelter style. Where Colorado gets beaten up is on the glass, but
the Tigers are just average on the boards. Look for CU guard Cory Higgins to have a big
night as his team gets their signature win for the season. COLORADO, 77-74.

TEXAS over *OKLAHOMA by 9

BAYLOR over *TEXAS A&M by 1

Both teams have a roster littered with 6’6+ athletes, but scoring in the lane is near impos-
sible against Baylor and their human eraser Udoh. BAYLOR, 66-65.

OHIO over *EASTERN MICHIGAN by 6

BRADLEY over *EVANSVILLE by 4

At the time of print, Evansville hadn’t won since December 19th. Probably not gonna break
that streak against a pretty solid Bradley bunch. They could do it if they play aggressive and
get to the foul line. Teams shoot better from the line vs. Bradley than anybody else in the
country....go figure. BRADLEY, 65-61.

*NEW MEXICO over SAN DIEGO ST. by 10

SDSU played at Colorado St. last Saturday...trip back to San Diego to face Air Force on
Tuesday...then back on a plane for New Mexico for this one. The Lobos will be at home all
week without a weekday game...seeking revenge for a 10-point loss in January. Home
team is more efficient offensively than the Aztecs and they have the athletes to keep SDSU
off of the offensive glass, which is a huge part of their game. NEW MEXICO, 75-65.
*NORTHERN IOWA over SOUTHERN ILLINOIS by 13

UNI should get an at-large bid if they slip in the conference tourney, but they won’t be tak-
ing any chances down the stretch. Too much offense for SIU to hang. NORTHERN IOWA, 68-
55.

WILLIAM & MARY over *GEORGIA ST. by 10

*HOUSTON over SOUTHERN MISS by 5

Formula for knocking off Houston is simple....have an athletic roster with players who take
care of the ball. Southern Miss does have athletes, but they are just so-so with the rock.
HOUSTON, 75-70.

*TENNESSEE over SOUTH CAROLINA by 7

*OLE MISS over ALABAMA by 8

Neither team will hold much of an athletic advantage here, but the Rebels are a much bet-
ter shooting team on most nights. OLE MISS, 77-69.

OREGON over *OREGON ST. by 3

BEST BET

*DENVER over FAU by 15

DU is P-I-M-P at home...C-R-A-P on the road. Perhaps it's the length of travel, but 8 of
their 9 losses have been played outside of the Mile High City. FAU is like butter right
now...they’re on a roll. But — they must play at North Texas on Thursday before head-
ing straight to Denver. The clash in styles won’t help the visitors either. Denver is super-
methodical, manning one of the most efficient offenses in the country. FAU is very young,
prefers street ball and has trouble when forced to be patient. DENVER, 70-55.

*KANSAS over NEBRASKA by 16

*PITT over SETON HALL by 8

Panthers lost to Seton Hall in Jersey earlier this year despite controlling the pace of the
game. They’ll be able to slow it down once again, but this time they won’t turn it over 20
times. PITT, 74-66.

*MARSHALL over EAST CAROLINA by 17

*HARVARD over PENN by 27

Penn is one of the worst teams in the country...the only thing they do well is shoot free
throws. Just too bad they don’t get to the line 60 times per game. HARVARD, 83-56.
*COLUMBIA over YALE by 4

PRINCETON over *DARTMOUTH by 9

Not sure where Dartmouth found its players...but you question whether or not they played
high school ball. Princeton is a respectable bunch and no worse that the 3rd best club in the
Ivy League. PRINCETON, 63-54.

*CORNELL over BROWN by 25

BUFFALO over *TOLEDO by 6

*CENTRAL MICHIGAN over AKRON by 1

*USC over STANFORD by 10

Trojans have won just two of their last seven so you gotta wonder if a guaranteed spot on
the NCAA sanctions coach for the post-season is taking its toll. They should get over on a
Stanford team that relies almost on two players — Fields and Green — for production. Against
a defensive stalwart like USC, the Cardinal will need more than that. USC, 67-57.
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VANDERBILT over *GEORGIA by 6

Vandy is an extremely balanced team that can score from anywhere on the floor. Despite a
bunch of conference losses, UGA has been very competitive and they’ll give the ‘Dores a solid
knocking. Trouble for the Dawgs is that their backcourt is prone to stretches of non-produc-
tive play and poor shooting. VANDERBILT, 73-67.

*NEW ORLEANS over ARKANSAS ST. by 2

*MISSOURI ST. over CREIGHTON by 8

THe Blue Jays struggle to fly on the road due to their reliance on the three-ball. MISSOURI
ST., 72-64.

*ILLINOIS ST. over DRAKE by 4

*WICHITA ST. over INDIANA ST. by 12

The Shockers size and rebounding ability will ensure that Indiana St. doesn’t get close
enough to sniff the upset. WICHITA ST., 71-59.

*UCONN over DEPAUL by 16

*WISC GREEN BAY over WISC MILWAUKEE by 1

Milwaukee blasted their in-state rival by 20 at home this year...so this is a legit revenge sit-
uation for Green Bay. It'll be close, with the winning team taking if from the line. Both teams
shoot 70%+ from the stripe — so flip a coin...don’t back with coin. WISC GREEN BAY, 71-70.
*LONG BEACH ST. over CS NORTHRIDGE by 9

*FLORIDA ST. over MIAMI-FL by 10

When the "Canes do have success, which hasn’t been too often this season, they’re athletic
frontcourt is very active on both sides of the floor. Tough to be too active against the Noles
talented bigs, who can score with their backs to the basket or facing up. No wide right here.
FLORIDA ST., 73-63.

*WESTERN KENTUCKY over TROY by 2

*UL LAFAYETTE over ARKANSAS LITTLE ROCK by 4
*WASHINGTON ST. over ARIZONA by 4

Sean Miller’s Cats have started to purr as of late. ...but this trip to the cold and wet Northwest
will be a tough test. WSU is very efficient on the offense end and gets to the foul line better
than most. After facing Washington in what will likely be a 75 possession game, Arizona could
be a hit leg weary...using their arms instead of moving their feet on defense. WASHINGTON
ST, 76-72,

*SAN DIEGO over SANTA CLARA by 7

USD has more scoring ability at the guard spot and Santa Clara’s best win of the year was
vs. Santa Barbara back on December 1st. SAN DIEGO, 73-64.

*NEW MEXICO ST. over SAN JOSE ST. by 4

*COLORADO ST. over WYOMING by 6

Both teams are among the top 10 in free throw attempts per possession...meaning that this
could be a sneaky OVER play. COLORADO ST., 81-75.

*BOISE ST. over IDAHO by 1

*ILLINOIS over MICHIGAN ST. by 1

The Illini are one team that can match MSU’s size in the frontcourt. In fact — they see it and
raise it. Home team goes as point guard McCamey goes and the kid has been better at home.
lllinois feeds off of the Big 10 floor mats...so we cannot pull the trigger with them here
‘cause they haven't proven that they can beat a decent team. ILLINOIS, 67-66.

*CS FULLERTON over CAL RIVERSIDE by 10

*PACIFIC over CAL POLY SLO by 14

Should Cal Poly play defense here...it will be the first time all year. Pacific should be able to
get points inside and out....in transition and in the half court. PACIFIC, 77-63.

CAL SANTA BARBARA over *UC DAVIS by 2

*UTEP over TULSA by 4

A solid conference battle, but can Tulsa win a big road game like this? They’re unbeaten in
13 tries at home and just 4-4 in other buildings. UTEP has the athletes to push the Golden
Hurricane on both ends and this is a must win for the Miners who are digging for C-USA gold.
UTEP, 68-64.

*UTAH ST. over NEVADA by 12

Home team is a vet group that knows how to exert their game pace on a young opponent.
Nevada loves to get out and run — scoring in transition far better than they do in the half
court. The Aggies know this and will use a bunch of clock — frustrating the Pack for 40 min-
utes. UTAH ST., 74-62.

*WASHINGTON over ARIZONA ST. by 5

ASU has a way of winning without great athletes...but if the 3’s aren’t falling....they aren’t
balling. Well — they’re backers might be. WASHINGTON, 72-67.

*LOYOLA MARYMOUNT over PEPPERDINE by 5

*ST. MARYS over SAN FRANCISCO by 26

San Fran will need to shoot better than 50% from the field to hang with St. Mary’s offensive
efficiency. They shoot about 44% on the season....so such a significant step-up on the road
is highly unlikely. ST. MARY’S, 90-64.

FRESNO ST. over *HAWAII by 4

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

*NOTRE DAME over SOUTH FLORIDA by 4

USF is the more balanced team of the two...Notre Dame just has the name recognition.
Harangody will have a big day against a smaller team, but if doesn’t get any help this one is
likely to come down to the wire. NOTRE DAME, 73-69.

*OHIO ST. over IOWA by 18

The Buckeyes played poorly in an 8-point win at lowa last month...they’ll play better here.
Every empty possession or missed shot for lowa is deadly and they really have to hope that
0SU shoots sub 35% from the field to have a shot. OHIO ST., 74-56.

BEST BET

SYRACUSE over *CINCINNATI by 16

Cinci fares well when they use their length to get easy buckets in the lane via their offen-
sive sets and second shots. Neither will be their vs. Syracuse’s zone defense, which
excels in large part due to their collective length. That leaves the Bearcats to fire up
jumpers and they barely make 30% of their shots behind the arch. As for the ’'Cuse,
despite turning it over a good bit, they are still one of the best offensive teams in the
land....using dribble penetration, their post players, and deadly 3-point shooting to beat
you from every spot on the floor. After last week’s road scare at De Paul, you can bet that
Syracuse coach Boeheim will have his troops ready to march...and march hard. SYRA-
CUSE, 78-62.

*MARYLAND over NORTH CAROLINA by 5
*NORTHWESTERN over INDIANA by 9

Home team generally takes advantage of their opportunities to beat teams that cannot run
faster or jump higher. NORTHWESTERN, 68-59.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8

*WEST VIRGINIA over VILLANOVA by 1

Would not go against ‘Nova ATS given their ability to play consistently well. WVU on the other
hand has been up and down...but we’ll assume they’ll be ready to rock out for the home
crowd against a one-loss Wildcat team. The Key for the Mountaineers is keeping Scottie
Reynolds from creating like the magician that he is. WVU’s overall team size should make life
difficult for the little guy. WEST VIRGINIA, 68-67.

*BUTLER over LOYOLA CHICAGO by 16

*VALPARAISO over ILLINOIS CHICAGO by 8

LOUISIANA TECH over *NEW MEXICO ST. by 2

Revenge for a home butt-kicking last week. LOUISIANA TECH, 78-76.

KANSAS over *TEXAS by 3

The Longhorns shortened their bench — but their inability to create/score from the perimeter
has got to be concerning to the Longhorn faithful. When Dexter Pittman isn’t scoring down
low and Damian James isn’t slashing to the hole, the UT offense grinds to a halt. Kansas
won't let those guys do what they want to do...and on the other end the Jayhawks have the
versatility to win a track meet or a slugfest. KANSAS, 68-65.

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9-10

Game-day Web site postings in College Basketball, with selections, for Sports Reporter Online
members at www.sportsreporter.com.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4

RECOMMENDED

*CLEVELAND over MIAMI by 16

Dwyane Wade and LeBron James, two good friends and impending free agents, match-
up on prime time television after a dramatic game that came down to the wire last
Monday. In that game at Miami, Wade and James traded blow-for-blow, each scoring 32
points and tallying very similar numbers overall — and it came down to the final posses-
sion, which ended with Wade missing a James-contested jumper to suffer a one point
loss. It won’t be so close this time, with the Heat finishing a back-to-back after playing in
Boston last night and likely to be fatigued entering the game. CLEVELAND 105-89

*PORTLAND over SAN ANTONIO by 5

The Trailblazers are experiencing something of a downturn, losing four of their last six, albeit
with a 4-2 ATS mark in that time. Are their injuries finally catching up to them? This situation
has been exacerbated by Brandon Roy’s hamstring woes, and as of publication, it is uncertain
whether Roy will be partaking in tonight’s TNT game against the Spurs. San Antonio is also
dealing with their own issues, with Tony Parker missing time due to sprained ankle and unlike-
ly to play in this game. So in summation, you have two teams dealing with injuries to key play-
ers and finishing a back-to-back. Count on the situation being more of an impediment to the
older Spurs, who have not done well in the tail end of back-to-backs this past month, possi-
bly the signs of age catching up to an aging roster. PORTLAND 92-87

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5

*ORLANDO over WASHINGTON by 11

Washington shows intermittent signs of life, and their first one in the post-Agent Zero era
came against Orlando, who lost the fourth game of their first four game losing streak in near-
ly three years against the Wizards. That was exactly four weeks ago and the Magic have been
playing better, if not quite in 2008-09 form since, and the rematch in Orlando promises to hold
more redemption for the home team than the guest. ORLANDO 104-93

*INDIANA over DETROIT by 7

It's been a pretty steady spiral downward for the Pistons, who boast a 4-9 SU & 5-8 ATS record
in the New Year. The Pacers aren’t much better — exactly one game in the divisional standings,
to be precise — but they've at least been competitive, with a 7-9 SU & 9-7 ATS mark in 2010.
It's the battle of two undersized finesse teams, polar opposites of what they used to be in their
prime just a few short years ago. INDIANA 103-96

*BOSTON over NEW JERSEY by 14

BEST BET

*MEMPHIS over HOUSTON by 13

Believe it or not, these two teams are battling to stay out of the cellar in the Southwest
division and are in danger of not making the playoffs — more signs that the playoff seed-
ing structure has to be adjusted to accommodate the sheer lack of talent in the Eastern
Conference. Memphis’ revival has come through the frontcourt, where their size and depth
make them a tough match-up for even the best teams of the NBA, much less a Rockets
squad whose tallest player tops out at 6'7”. The Grizzlies have had their issues with focus
this season, and Coach Lionel Hollins is sure to emphasize the point tonight — two days
after a back-to-back against the Lakers and Cavaliers, two of the marquee teams in the
Association. If Memphis can get their mental approach together, they won’t have to worry
about contending with Houston for that eight and final playoff seed. MEMPHIS 102-89

RECOMMENDED

MILWAUKEE over *NEW YORK by 6

Brandon Jennings and the Bucks conclude a quick three-game jaunt on the road with a
game at Madison Square Garden, a venue that many Knicks fan feel Jennings should be
playing his home games in — not Jordan Hill, who can’t even crack the rotation on a reg-
ular basis. There are reasons to like Milwaukee tonight, who have had two getaway days
after a back-to-back in South Florida, as opposed to a Knicks team scheduled to fly to
Cleveland to face King LeBron James in his homecourt tomorrow night. Jennings’ play-
making will come in handy against a Knicks team that can’t cover fast guards, and Scott
Skiles’ emphasis on defensive tenacity will come in handy against Mike D’Antoni’s less
disciplined cadre of NBA players. MILWAUKEE 109-103

*ATLANTA over CHICAGO by 11

The first half of ESPN’s doubleheader features the red hot Bulls, who have been dominating
opponents on the road, against the Atlanta Hawks, who have also been playing well, if you
ignore the ownage coming out of Orlando. Chicago has won 9 of 12 to position themselves
comfortably in second place in the Central division, while Atlanta continues fall short when try-
ing to wrest first place away from the Magic. However, at least for tonight, the Hawks should
show up to play in front of the national audience and against a Bulls team that has to be feel-
ing the effects of playing ten road games in their last twelve. These two split their last two
meetings, with the home team winning each time; but the Hawks blew out the Bulls, while
Chicago barely squeaked out a close win — which is indicative of Atlanta’s far superior talent.
ATLANTA 97-86

*NEW ORLEANS over PHILADELPHIA by 7

There’s a lot of uncertainty in Philadelphia right now, as rumors of imminent trades and coach
firings linger in the air. They might as well blow it all up, or as best as they can, since the wins
haven’t been coming with any greater frequency and there are enough willing trade partners
in the NBA this year so that something will get done. Even with Chris Paul’s status in question
after his aggravated his knee injury, the Hornets look like the safer play with all the chaos sur-
rounding the Sixers. NEW ORLEANS 91-84

*DALLAS over MINNESOTA by 14

The Mavericks have it all over the Timberwolves, who aren’t just small, but lack the agility in
the frontcourt to adequately cover Dirk Nowitzki on the perimeter, while their young and inex-
perienced backcourt are ripe for the picking against the ageless Jason Kidd. DALLAS 98-84
PHOENIX over *SACRAMENTO by 7

The last time the Suns visisted Arco Arena, they squeaked out a four-point win against a 14-
20 Kings team that was showing signs of life. Since then, Sacramento has gone 2-10 SU & 2-
9-1 ATS, which is a continuation of a disturbing trend that has the Kings at 3-11-1 ATS in 2010
— the worst mark in the entire NBA during that time. Phoenix has their fair share of problems,
but scoring points against a finesse team like the Kings isn’t one of them — especially with
four off days staring at them in the face. PHOENIX 106-99

DENVER over *L.A. LAKERS by 1

The top two seeds in the Western Conference face off in the second game of ESPN’s double-
header. The first time these two foes played this season was in Denver, where the Nuggets
exacted some revenge for last year’s playoff loss. Denver is once again red hot and enter L.A.
on a mission — whether or not Carmelo Anthony suits up. There’s always the possibility that
Kobe will sink a game winner, but the Nuggets are playing better basketball than the Lakers
right now. DENVER 104-103

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6

*CHARLOTTE over NEW ORLEANS by 9

You have to give it to the old coot — Larry Brown knows how to coach, and with the exception
of a disastrous stint in New York, his teams come to play. He is working his magic with the
Bobcats, who are one of the NBA's best ATS, and return home after a long West Coast trip in
which they acquitted themselves very well as a playoff contender. Tonight they host a Hornets
team that may or may not be featuring the services of Chris Paul — not a good situation on the
road against the NBA's third best defense. CHARLOTTE 93-84

ATLANTA over *WASHINGTON by 7

*DETROIT over NEW JERSEY by 11

*CLEVELAND over NEW YORK by 12

lit's become obvious that LeBron James won't be heading to Manhattan to play basketball
next year. If he does actually leave Cleveland, why would he go anywhere other than Miami,
where he could play with his good friend Dwyane Wade in warm weather twelve months a
year, in a state that has no income tax? The realization is probably starting to hit Mike D’Antoni
and Donnie Walsh, who have to play out the string with this collection of undertalented mer-
cenaries who will all walk next year, or at least hope to do so. CLEVELAND 104-92

BEST BET

*CHICAGO over MIAMI by 11

Look for a letdown performance out of Miami, who are a mere day removed from a road
back-to-back against Boston and Cleveland, with both games being televised nationally.
That’s enough exposure for the first week in February, even for Dwyane Wade. The Bulls
just returned home from the longest road trip of the year and Chicago’s performance
should experience an uptick for their first game back. CHICAGO 93-82
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MEMPHIS over *MINNESOTA by 10

This game should be a decimation, considering the size and talent advantage these Grizzlies
have over the Timberwolves. Even though Kevin Love is easily one of the best players on
Minnesota, Coach Kurt Rambis is constantly messing with Love’s minutes because he’s too
similar to the nominal best player on Minnesota, Al Jefferson. And both of those guys aren’t
big enough to deal with Marc Gasol and Zach Randolph, which poses a pretty big problem for
the home team. MEMPHIS 100-90

*MILWAUKEE over INDIANA by 8

*HOUSTON over PHILADELPHIA by 9

The Rockets should be able to get some revenge after last night’s tough loss against a Sixers
team that lacks both size and ability — not to mention a team heavily involved in trade dis-
cussions of all their players, lending a healthy dose of anxiety to their starting line-up. HOUS-
TON 104-95

*UTAH over DENVER by 4

Jazz management has to know by now that Paul Milsap is a superior player to Carlos Boozer,
and if they didn’t before, this week should provide some clues with Boozer expected to miss
most of it. That frontcourt advantage, with or without Boozer, is why Utah should be able to
defend homecourt against a Nuggets team that just played the Lakers last night on ESPN.
UTAH 96-92

L.A. LAKERS over *PORTLAND by 4

It's tough to expect the Trailblazers to keep winning, especially when facing the defending
champions who have it over the home team in every aspect. L.A. LAKERS 106-102

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8

NEW ORLEANS over *ORLANDO by 6

Orlando is primed for disappointment after playing the Celtics yesterday on ABC, in what was
most likely a losing effort. New Orleans has rest and the luck of the underdog on their side, in
a game they have little pressure to win. If Chris Paul is back and integrated into the rotation,
this game should be no contest. NEW ORLEANS 94-88

*L.A. LAKERS over SAN ANTONIO by 1

Despite the continuing aging of the Spurs, two consecutive road games against the L.A. teams
means they’ve been in town since Friday, giving old bones some time to rest and prepare for
tonight’s marquee match-up against the Lakers. Don’t forget that the Lakers are coming off a
tough five-game week and remain vulnerable to old foes. L.A. LAKERS 99-98

RECOMMENDED

*L.A. CLIPPERS over SAN ANTONIO by 5

The Spurs play their third road game in four days, which is a tough spot for any team, but
especially for an older squad like San Antonio. Tony Parker is not likely to play, while the
play of Manu Ginobilli and Tim Duncan are likely to be affected. The Clippers have had two
days off to prepare for tonight's engagement, and boast twin big men Chris Kaman and
Marcus Camby to serve as an imposing defensive presence tonight. It's time to acknowl-
edge that these Spurs are not in great shape and make a perfect target tonight against a
Clippers team that is better than their record. L.A. CLIPPERS 97-92

RECOMMENDED

*GOLDEN STATE over DALLAS by 6

If there’s one thing Don Nelson still knows how to do, it's how to gameplan for Dirk
Nowitzki. Steve Nash has been replaced by Jason Kidd, but most of these Mavericks are
the same players that Nelson used to coach. Dallas lost at home by eight to the Warriors
in November, and while Keith Smart coached that night instead of Nelson, and this incar-
nation of the Dubs isn’t near as good as the one that knocked the Mavericks out of the
playoffs, there’s something to be said about coaching — even when that coaching comes
from a nearly washed-up old man who only shows up every third day. When he does show
up, watch out! GOLDEN STATE 107-101

OKLAHOMA CITY over *GOLDEN STATE by 4

It's a rematch of last Sunday’s game in Oklahoma City, with the Thunder visiting Oakland as
part of a weirdly spaced, three game road trip. Look for the Thunder’s superior team play to
overcome the Warriors in the rematch, as neither team has a rest advantage coming into
Saturday night’s play. OKLAHOMA CITY 106-102

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

BEST BET

*TORONTO over SACRAMENTO by 17

It's the perfect storm of events — a young and inexperienced team on the road, opening a
road trip in Toronto, an exotic destination for most NBA players, but especially the
youngest. It's more than fair to assume that these Kings won't be ready to play like they
should be, especially against a Raptors team that has done well in these Sunday after-
noon situations for most of this season. TORONTO 108-91

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9

*CLEVELAND over NEW JERSEY by 14

*CHARLOTTE over WASHINGTON by 9

The Wizards are a team that doesn't listen to their coach, are splintered by off-court issues
and lack a true playmaking point guard. They get to face a Larry Brown-coached team, a true
old school coach if any remained in the NBA. These are the games where the guest falls apart
in the fourth quarter in the face of unrelenting defense and willpower. CHARLOTTE 94-85

*PHILADELPHIA over MINNESOTA by 11

CHICAGO over *INDIANA by 7

HOUSTON over *MIAMI by 7

*NEW YORK over SACRAMENTO by 9

ATLANTA over *MEMPHIS by 4

Both teams are surprising the NBA, but on different levels. Everyone expected the Hawks to
be good, but no one was sure they’d take this next step — a step that still has to be validated
against the NBA's best teams. But also, no one thought Memphis would sniff relevancy. The
Hawks remain one step ahead of Memphis, and it will show up in tonight’s box score. ATLANTA
97-93

*MILWAUKEE over DETROIT by 9

RECOMMENDED

*BOSTON over ORLANDO by 10

The last time these two teams played, the Magic stole the game in the waning seconds
with a lay-up from Rashard Lewis. Afterwards, the entirety of the Celtics team lamented
a lost opportunity — execution issues plagued the Celtics throughout the game, turning a
potential blow-out into a closely contested loss, and the lessons should remain with them
leading into today’s ABC game. Boston has had an entire week of easy games to prepare
for today, while the Magic face a home contest on TNT tomorrow night against the
Hornets. It’s probably not distraction enough to derail Orlando alone, but it's one more
issue for a team that enters today’ game with a target on their back. Look for Boston to
come out playing hard, physical defense in an effort to shame the Magic in front of the
national audience. BOSTON 102-92

RECOMMENDED

*DENVER over DALLAS by 13

Give the advantage to a Nuggets team that hasn’t played since Saturday against a
Mavericks team that played a tough game in Oakland last night, only to follow up with
another difficult opponent in the altitude of Denver. DENVER 114-103

OKLAHOMA CITY over *PORTLAND by 6

And with Kevin Durant comes the usual tide of “What if we’d drafted Durant over Oden?” sen-
timent that will curse the Portland franchise for years to come. Considering the way things are
going now, the Thunder have a great chance of supplanting the Blazers as the next up-and-
coming Western Conference team — further irony that Portland really doesn’t deserve. OKLA-
HOMA CITY 103-97

*L.A. CLIPPERS over UTAH by 6

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10

NBA coverage and selections on the Web, posted on game-day afternoon for Sports
Reporter online members at www.sportsreporter.com
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team is depicted by the number on the far right; Teams are listed in alphabetical order by conference. Because most teams are in conference play it should
be easier for you to see the differences between our ratings and the line.
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