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4 BIG GAMES THIS WEEK!

NFL WILDCARD PLAYOFFS!

Soon, the bowl season will be over, and we won’t
have to wait for results while listening to these
horrible announcers drone on and on and on
about nothing important, or reading the incredi-
bly meaningless minutia about the teams
involved. My favorite piece of nonsense so far
was the following, but I'm sure | missed a lot of
stuff that would challenge for the most insipid
reporting ever in the history of sports writing:

“...Auburn (8-5) finished its first season under
Gene Chizik with the second-most wins by a
first-year coach in school history. Only Terry
Bowden, who went 11-0 in 1993, produced more
wins in his initial season on the job...”

The second-most wins, by a first-year had
coach, in school history. Whoop-dee-freaking
doo! Whoa, baby! Does he get a little plaque to
commemorate the feat? Will he get another little
plague next season if he gets the second-most
wins by a second-year coach in school history?
How about in two years, if he has the most wins
by a third-season Auburn head coach? No. He
has a better chance to get a little plaque on his
teeth than a little plaque for getting the second-
most wins by a first-year head coach in school
history. Before the game, do you think Gene
Chizik called his wife and said, “Gee, honey, wish
us luck because | sure am striving to become
known as the Auburn coach with the second-
Ewsit |wins in his first-season, ever! Waaaaaaar
agle!”

Who wastes time researching and writing this
nonsense? Oh, the Associated Press, of course.
By the way, | tell anyone who writes for Sports
Reporter that it’s their job to write the Associated
Press recap before the game is played.
Associated Press and other sports recappers
have the world’s easiest job — they watch what

happens and they explain it after the fact. Try
doing it before the fact. You football and basket-
ball wagerers out there would be doing big your-
self a favor to adopt that mindset, and avoid
“reacting” to games you’ve watched. Wagering
on eventual outcomes of games is predicting the
future. You have to visualize the match-up and
the way it will progress, based on how you think
the coaches will employ their resources to best
maximize their strengths, minimize their weak-
nesses, and attack the opponents’ weaknesses
while minimizing the opponents’ strengths, all
within the limitations of a 60-minute time clock
in football, 48 minutes in the NBA and 40 min-
utes in college basketball.

Unfortunately, you often have to do it while the
nonsensical words of announcers like Thom
Brenneman are rattling in your brain: “He
(Florida) has a 44-7 lead, why is he throwing the
football? People don’t want to talk about it, but it
is a legitimate question.” Earth to Brenneman: as
far as you are concerned, there is no legitimate
question and you are not even the judge of what
is or isn’t legitimate when it comes out of your
own mouth. You are the announcer, not a football
coordinator. You call the action. As a mere sports
announcer who got his job because your father
was a sports announcer, you do not question it.
You go blah-blah-blah, up the middle, left, right,
complete, incomplete. So try not to dumb down
the audience in the process. He’s throwing the
football because the game is supposed to be fun
and entertaining for everyone involved no matter
what the score and station of the game, okay?
Do you get it? Will sportswriters and sportscast-
ers ever get it?

Why don’t these clown-show stars ever criticize
women’s college basketball coaches and players
for shooting the basketball when they lead 70-22

late in the second half, which is the typical score
you see on the ESPN score crawl for women’s
baskethall games as you mistake them for a
split-second for a men’s match-up with an inter-
estingly large margin? Get these women’s bas-
ketball scores off the screen! Start a new chan-
nel for them! Call it ESPN Women’s Sports and
stay out of our line of vision until this unfortunate,
mismatch of a sport somehow finds its way to
the mainstream wagering boards!

Sonofa__ !

As mentioned in the past, we don’t spend much
time whining around here after the fact. It dis-
tracts from the task of looking ahead. But with
less football to look ahead to, there is time to
ask: How was this for a lousy beat, on Midweek
Update Best Bet Under the Total of 36 or 37 in
Jacksonville at Cleveland on Sunday? The score
was 23-10, with 2:17 remaining in the game. On
a slippery, snow-covered field, Jacksonville
began a drive on their own 5-yard line with no
timeouts...and proceeded to gain 5 first downs,
marching the 95 yards in 16 plays — including
three QB spikes — finally throwing a 15-yard
touchdown pass on the game’s final play for a
23-17 Qver. Yow. Guess there was enough loser-
dust sprinkled about the Cleveland defense with
all those ex-Jets on it. Whatever. Kinda evens out
our last-play, Hail Mary back-door cover with
Colorado over West Virginia back in September.
Shoulda been on the 24-0 Philly-Dallas Under
instead. As Annette Hanshaw (who?) used to say,
“That’s all.”

Bobby Smith is Editor of Sports Reporter and
sportsreporter.com, and author of “How to Beat
the Pro Football Pointspread,” currently the
nation’s #1 best-selling sports betting book.
Order it at www.sportsreporter.com



NFL FOOTBALL

AFC NFC
Baltimore Ravens Arizona Cardinals
MO DAY SITE OPPONENT LNE TOT PF_PA O su ATS  0U MO DAY SITE OPPONENT LINE TOT PF_PA 0O su ATS  0U
9 13 h  Kansas City -13 36 38 24 1 W 0 9 13 h  San Francisco -6 46 16 20 L L U
9 20 at San Diego 3 40 31 26 W W 0 9 20 at Jacksonville 3 42 31 17 W W 0
9 27 h  Cleveland -13' 38’ 34 3 W W U 9 27 h Indianapolis -3 49 10 31 L L 1]
10 4 at New England 2' 4 21 27 L L 0 10 11 h  Houston -6 50 28 21 W W 1]
10 11 h  Cincinnati -8' 42 14 17 L L U 10 18 at Seattle 3 46 27 3 W W 1]
10 18 at Minnesota 2' 46 31 33 L W 0 10 25 at NY Giants 7 46 24 17 W W U
1 1 h  Denver -3¢ 41" 30 7 1 W U] 1 1 h  Carolina -10 41 21 34 L L 0
1 8 at Cincinnati -3 44 7 17 L L 1] 1 8 at Chicago 3 44 41 21 W W 0
11 16 h  Cleveland -10' 40 16 0 W W 1] 11 15 h  Seattle -8' 46’ 31 20 W W 0
11 22 h Indianapolis 1 4 15 17 L L U 11 22 at St. Louis -9 47 21 13 W L 1]
11 29 h  Pittsburgh -1' 38’ 20 17 1 W W U 11 29 at Tennessee 1 48 17 20 L L 1]
12 7 at Green Bay 3" 42 14 27 L L U 12 6 h  Minnesota 3 48 30 17 W W U
12 13 h  Detroit -15 39’ 48 3 1 W 0 12 14 at San Francisco -3 44 9 24 L L 1]
12 20 h  Chicago -11° 39 31 7 W W 1] 12 20 at Detroit -14 47 31 24 W L 0
12 27 at  Pittsburgh 3 42 20 23 L T 0 12 27 h  St. Louis -16' 44 31 10 W W 1]
1 3 at Oakland -10 39 21 13 W L U 1 3 h  Green Bay -3 42 7 33 L L 1]
Cincinnati Bengals Dallas Cowboys
MO DAY SITE OPPONENT LINE TOT PF PA O su ATS __ 0U MO DAY  SITE OPPONENT LNE TOT PF _PA 0O su ATS  0U
9 13 at Tampa Bay -4' 39 34 21 W W 0 9 13 at Tampa Bay -4' 39 34 21 W | 0
9 13 h  Denver -4' 43 7 12 L L U 9 20 h  NY Giants -3 44 31 33 L L 0
9 20 at Green Bay 9 42 31 24 W W 0 9 28 h  Carolina -8 47 21 7 W W U
9 27 h  Pittsburgh 3' 37 23 20 W W 0 10 4 at Denver -2' 42 10 17 L L 1]
10 4 at Cleveland 5 38 23 20 1 W W 0 10 11 at Kansas City -7 42' 26 20 1 W L 0
10 11 at Baltimore 8' 42 17 14 W W U 10 25 h Atlanta -4' A7 37 21 W W 0
10 18 h  Houston -5' 46 17 28 L L 1] 1 1 h  Seattle -9' 46 38 17 W W 0
10 25 h  Chicago -1 42 45 10 W W 0 1 8 at Philadelphia 3 50 20 16 W W U
11 8 h Baltimore 3 44 17 7 W W U 11 15 at Green Bay -3 AT 7 17 L L U
11 15 at  Pittsburgh 7' 42 18 12 W W U 11 22 h  Washington -11 41" 7 6 W L 1]
11 22 at Oakland =9 36 17 20 L L 0 11 26 h  Oakland -13' 39 24 7 W W U
11 29 h  Cleveland -14 38’ 16 7 W L U 12 6 at NY Giants -1 45 24 31 L L 0
12 6 h  Detroit -13 42’ 23 13 W L U] 12 13 h  San Diego -3 48’ 17 20 L L U
12 13 at  Minnesota 6 43 10 30 L L 1] 12 19 at New Orleans 7' 53 24 17 W W U
12 20 at San Diego 7 43" 24 27 L W 0 12 27 at Washington -7 41" 17 0 W W U
1 3 at NYJets +10 33 0 37 L L 0 1 3 h Philadelphia -3 47 24 0 W W U
New England Patriots Green Bay Packerts
MO DAY SITE OPPONENT LNE TOT PF _PA 0 su ATS 0V MO DAY  SITE OPPONENT LNE TOT PF_PA_ O su ATS  0U
9 14 h  Buffalo =11 47" 25 24 | L 0 9 13 h  Chicago -4 46 21 15 W W U
9 20 at NY Jets -3' 45’ 7 16 L L 1] 9 20 h  Cincinnati -9 42 24 31 L L 0
9 27 h  Atlanta -4' 47 26 10 1 W Y] 9 27 at St. Louis -6' 41" 36 17 W W 0
10 4 h  Baltimore -2 4 27 21 W W 0 10 5 at Minnesota 3" 45 23 30 L L 0
10 11 at Denver -3 41 17 20 1 L L U 10 18 h  Detroit -14 48 26 0 W W U
10 18 h Tennessee -9 40 59 0 W W 0 10 25 at Cleveland -9 M 31 3 W W 1]
10 25 at Tampa Bay -15 44 35 7 W W U 11 1 h Minnesota -3 47 26 38 L L 0
11 8 h Miami -10 46" 27 17 W T U 11 8 at Tampa Bay -9 43 28 38 L L 0
11 15 at Indianapolis 3 49 34 35 L W 0 11 15 h  Dallas 3 47 17 7 W W 1]
11 22 h  NY Jets -10' 45 31 14 W W T 11 22 h  San Francisco -6 42 30 24 W T 0
11 30 at New Orleans 2' 56 17 38 L L U 11 26 at Detroit -12 47" 34 12 W W U
12 6 at  Miami -5 46 21 22 L L U 12 7 h  Baltimore -3' 42 27 14 W W 1]
12 13 h  Carolina -13 43’ 20 10 W L U 12 13 at Chicago -4 47 21 14 W W 1]
12 20 at Buffalo -7 41 17 10 W T U 12 20 at Pittsburgh 2 41 36 37 L W 0
12 27 h  Jacksonville -9 44 35 7 W W 1] 12 27 h  Seattle -14 41 48 10 W W 0
1 3 at Houston +7 46 27 34 L T 0 1 3 at Arizona +3 42 33 7 W | U
New York Jets Philadelphia Eagles
MO DAY SITE OPPONENT LNE TOT PF _PA 0 su ATS  0U MO DAY  SITE OPPONENT LINE TOT PF PA 0O Su ATS  0U
9 13 at  Houston 4' 4 24 7 \ W 1] 9 13 at Carolina -2 43 38 10 W 1 0
9 20 h  New England 3" 45 16 7 W W U 9 20 h  New Orleans 1 46 22 48 L L 0
9 27 h  Tennessee -2 37 24 17 W W 0] 9 27 h  Kansas City -7 38" 34 14 W W 0
10 4 at New Orleans 77 46 10 24 L L U 10 11 h Tampa Bay -15°  41' 33 14 W W 0
10 12 at  Miami -2 36’ 27 31 L L 0 10 18 at Oakland -14 40 9 13 L L 1]
10 18 h  Buffalo -9' 36 13 16 1 L L U 10 26 at Washington =/ 37 27 17 W W 0
10 25 at Oakland -6 34 38 0 W W 0 1 1 h  NY Giants 1 44 40 17 W W 0
1 1 h  Miami -3 40 25 30 L L 0 1 8 h  Dallas -3 50 16 20 L L 1]
11 15 h  Jacksonville -7 40 22 24 L L 0 11 15 at San Diego 2' 46’ 23 31 L L 0
11 22 at New England 10’ 45 14 3 L L T 11 22 at Chicago -3 45 24 20 W W 1]
11 29 h  Carolina -3 M 17 6 W W U 11 29 h_ Washington -9 40 27 24 W L 0
12 3 at Buffalo -3 37 19 13 W W U 12 6 at Atlanta =5 43 34 7 W W 1]
12 13 at Tampa Bay -4 36' 26 3 W W 1] 12 13 at NY Giants -1 44 45 38 W W 0
12 20 h  Atlanta -7 35 7 10 L L 1] 12 20 h  San Francisco -7 40 27 13 W W 1]
12 27 at Indianapolis 3 40" 29 15 W W 0 12 27 h Denver -7 43" 30 27 W L 0
1 3 h  Cincinnati -10 33 37 0 W W 0 1 3 at Dallas +3 47 0 24 L L 1]
AFC Playoff, Saturday, January 9 NFC Playoff, Sunday, January 10
NEW YORK JETS 345 425 - - - BALTIMORE 43 46 - - -
CINCINNATI 4:30 3 7 - - - NEW ENGLAND 1:00 3.5 3 - - -
NFC Playoff, Saturday, January 9 AFC Playoff, Sunday, January 10
PHILADELPHIA 45 415 - - - GREEN BAY 48 51 - - -
DALLAS 8:00 4 2.5 - - - ARIZONA 4:30 3 1.5 - - =




NFL FOOTBALL

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9

BEST BET

*CINCINNATI over NY JETS by 14

“How’d you like to go into the playoffs off this performance?” asked NBC announcer Chris
Collinsworth when the score was 30-0 against Cincinnati last Sunday Night. Collinsworth
obviously forgot he was once an NFL player with the Bengals who went into the 1982 play-
offs off two straight wins, then lost 44-17 on his home field to the New York Jets in the Wild
Card game seven days later. Last week’s result doesn’t necessarily matter and is often the
least important indicator of the future! The Bengals did the world a favor — preventing
America from being forced to accept the ratty Houston Texans as a playoff team. Now,
Marvin Lewis and the Bengals can show up for real. The Jets had some spicy game plan
on their home field against Cincinnati last Sunday Night, but now it has to come out on the
other end after the Bengals have digested it. The Jets, with all that Wildcattin’ around with
Brad Smith, were playing downhill against a Bengals team that wanted no part of a Houston
bunch that led the AFC in passing yardage and was one of few AFC teams that could chal-
lenge Cincinnati’s strength at cornerback. The game plan this time around for the Bengals
will be to prepare for the Jets’ “alternative” offensive package, while daring the rookie
quarterback Mark Interception Sanchez to beat them. And, the Bengals will probably have
no problem coming out throwing more frequently early in an attempt to force a foe that
doesn’t want to throw, to have to throw. Carson Palmer won’t be going 1-for-11 against
blitzes from the same defense two weeks in a row. Coming off two games against oppo-
nents that were geared down (Indy, Cincinnati) means the Jets now have to play their
biggest game of the season with a possible false sense of confidence, on the road against
an opponent that is suddenly geared-up. The Bengals played last Sunday’s game without
their top running back Cedric Benson, who had uncanny success against many 3-4 defen-
sive fronts this season. Also, Cincy’s starting nose tackle and starting safety were out. That
was a lot of power loss behind, at, and in front of the line of scrimmage. The power switch
will be on for these 3 hours. The Jets lead the NFL in rushing yards per game yet average
the fewest first downs per game (17.3) of any team in the post-season. CINCINNATI, 23-9.

*DALLAS over PHILADELPHIA by 3

‘We’re the Cowboys! We won the NFC East! We just shut out two division rivals in a row! We’re
entering the playoffs on a roll! Nobody wants to play us! What? Oh, it's the Eagles? Well, didn’t
we already beat them twice this season? This seems highly unfair, doesn’t it? After all, we're
the Cowboys and we haven’t won a playoff game since Moby Dick was a minnow.” Philly put
on its best poker face last Sunday in the 24-0 loss at Dallas. This time, it's gonna be a ball-
game, anybody’s game in the final 2:00, probably. Expect the Eagles to blitz a lot more fre-
quently from the get-go than they did a week ago, putting the Monkey on Dallas’ backs into
hoppy motion as early as possible, which, naturally, would distract the Cowboys from taking
care of the business at hand. One large potential problem for the Eagles is that since starting
center Jamaal Jackson was injured and lost for the season during the Denver game in Week
16, Philly has been outscored 38-0. In last week’s game, right guard Nick Cole moved to cen-
ter and Max Jean-Gilles came off the bench to replace Cole. "I know they battled up front,"
Eagles offensive coordinator Marty Mornhinweg said. "It looked like Donovan was getting some
pressure on him (he was sacked four times, eight times in the two regular-season losses to the
Cowboys). I've got to do a better job schematically." After the Cowboys were able to run against
Philly’s base defense and use draws and delayed runs successfully against a curious nickel
package, Eagles’ defensive coordinator Jeff McDermott said, "I'm most disappointed in myself
right now. We’ve got to come back here in the same locker room, in the same stadium and have
better plan . . . and outcoach them and outplay them." They can definitely outcoach them. But
if there’s something about how the Eagles are built offensively that prevents them from play-
ing up to par against a 3-4 defense, they could be up EI Creeko without a paddle, especially
with the offensive line issues. Since the trip to Oakland, Philadelphia is 0-5 ATS against 3-4
teams. The Michael Vick package is a Wild Card for this Wild Card outing for sure, but is there
some negative karma floating around for such a dude and his teammates? DALLAS, 23-20.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10

BALTIMORE over *NEW ENGLAND by 1

The injury to Patriots’ receiver Wes Welker is a big red flag for anyone who was looking to bet
on New England. Back in an October, Welker returned from an early-season injury absence and
helped trigger a 27-21 Patriots victory with six receptions. But even with Welker’s presence in
that game, Tom Brady converted only 1 of 4 attempts on third down when throwing for it, vs.
8-for-11 on third down pass conversions for Baltimore’s Joe Flacco. One of Flacco’s incomple-
tions was a piece of bad luck that might have cost the Ravens the game and the point-spread
cover. "Flat out drop," said wideout Mark Clayton of a perfect pass that hit him in the hands at
the New England 10-yard-line with 28 seconds remaining in the fourth quarter. “Joe put it on
the money. To not come up with it is tough. It cost us the game." Many other little nuisances
went against the Ravens in that game, or so they say. The Patriots say they stopped Baltimore
twice on fourth down rushes. "The spots were terrible," Baltimore safety Ed Reed said. “You
hate to come into a game where you have to play against a team and the officials.” Ravens’
linebacker Ray Lewis complained about roughing the passer penalties that helped extend New
England touchdown drives. "Without totally going off the wall here, it is embarrassing to the
game," Lewis said. "Brady is good enough to make his own plays, let him make the play. Did
that win or lose the game? No, but it got them 14 points." So, there is definitely a chip on
Baltimore’s shoulder, and a ligament tear in Welker’s knee. The Ravens actually out-gained New
England in that prior loss, and converted 9 of 14 third downs. "We gave up too many big plays
and couldn't get off the field on third down," Patriots safety Brandon Meriweather said. "We did
a lot of things that good defenses don't do." Nobody said that the 2009 Patriot were a good
defense. They have played behind an offense that gave them the most breaks, leading the NFL
in first downs per game with 23.5 but now without the comfort zone Welker provides Brady in
times of crisis. Belichick’s defense can scheme up and minimize some weaknesses against
passing teams, but not as easily against a good straight-ahead running team with a big-armed
quarterback who can get it deep if the box is loaded against him. BALTIMORE, 24-23.

*ARIZONA over GREEN BAY by 1

When the Cardinals are favored against an opponent that is very capable of acquiring turnovers
from a turnover-making quarterback like Kurt Warner, then you have to think long and hard
before hitting your “Cardinals” button, if you’re so inclined. Green Bay’s defense was tied for
second with Philadelphia (behind New Orleans’ 39) with 37 takeaways. Both the Cardinals and
Packers knew well before kickoff last Sunday that they would be playing each other again on
this same field in a week’s time. Ken Whisenhunt and the Arizona staff chose to treat the game
like an exhibition, while the Packers chose to play it like a full dress rehearsal. Aaron Rodgers,
playing mostly against the Arizona reserves, shredded the Cardinals in a 33-7 Packers rout,
playing three quarters and completing 21 of 26 passes for 235 yards and a touchdown. The
funny thing about last week’s game was that the same thing happened in the “dress rehears-
al” for the regular season, which was Week 3 of the 2009 pre-season on this very same field.
In that game, Rodgers threw for 258 yards and three touchdowns as the Packers opened a 38-
10 halftime lead. "That's about as good as we can play on offense," Rodgers said after the
August outing. "Talk about exciting. So many weapons, great play-calling, and it's just us on
offense executing." So, were the Cardinals merely laying down two times in games that were
very meaningless? Maybe, but maybe not, and the Packers have certainly sent a message. The
possibility of Warner being picked is out there. But along with their 27 interceptions, the Packers
allowed 28 TD passes. They gamble. Sometimes they win, sometimes they lose. Which is not
unlike the Arizona defense, which intercepted a decent total of 21 passes and allowed 20 TD
passes. The Cardinals were second in the NFC in sacks this season with 45, and the Packers
have allowed Rodgers to be sacked more times than anyone else in the NFL — a big, fat 50
times. Rodgers’ 8.1 yards per attempt is often able to make up those yards lost to sacks, and
his low interception total of 7 has been a saving grace. The Cardinals love that they have two
running backs averaging better than 4.2 yards per carry this season after having two that aver-
aged only 3.9 and 2.8 on the way to the Super Bow! last year. But the Packers have been the
NFLs best defense against the run. ARIZONA, 28-27.

NFL PAST PERFORMANCES JANUARY 9-10

This chart provides valuable information regarding recent meetings between these teams, including which week the game was played,
who the QB’s were and what happened in the games immediately before and after. V indicates road team, H is for home team.

yr _wk# Vscore H score Visitor QB Home QB V OFF __ V AHEAD HOFF  HAHEAD Notes
2009 17 CIN 0 NYJ 37 Palmer Sanchez WKC NYJ  Watind at Cin __ Bengals politely mail it in, observing all the Jets are willing to show in advance of 1/10 rehook.
2008 6 CIN 14 NYJ 26 Fitzpatrick Favre  LatDal W atPit WAri L at Oak  Offensive yardage was small: 252-171 favoring Jets who caught Bengals in midst of 0-8 start.
2009 4 BAL 21 NE 27 Flacco Brady WAt L at Den W Cle L Cin __ Ravens had double the penalty yardage in a game where first downs were 25-24. Pats +1 T0.
2009 17 GB 33 AR 7 RodgersWarner/Leinart IV Sea atAri W StL GB  Packers log 64 offensive plays to Cardinals' 45 as Arizona tanks in advance of 1/10 rehook.
2009 17 PHI 0 DAL 24 Romo McNabb W Den atDal W at Was Phi_ Eagles politely mail it in and observe all Dallas has to show in advance of 1/10 rehook.
2009 9 DAL 20 PHI 14  McNabb Romo WNYG L atSD WSea LatGB  Westbrook DNP for Philly, who holds Dallas to 76 rushing yards but allows 303 passing yards.



COLLEGE BASKETBALL

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7

XAVIER over *LA SALLE by 5

WESTERN KENTUCKY over *SOUTH ALABAMA by 2

*FAU over TROY by 3

Owls will be more than happy to play a small, guard-based team because that’s a mirror
image of their bio. FAU, 83-80.

BEST BET

LOYOLA CHICAGO over *CLEVELAND ST. by 10

You won’t find a team quite as giving as Cleveland St. when it comes to allowing oppo-
nents to nail 3’s. On the year, they’re giving up 43% from deep and that’s just fine with
the Loyola gunners who knock it down at a 40% clip and generate 32% of their offense
from behind the arc. If L-C does happen to miss, they are solid on the offensive glass while
the home team resembles Jello on the boards. LOYOLA CHICAGO, 72-62.

*YOUNGSTOWN ST. over ILLINIOS CHICAGO by 5

GEORGE MASON over *NORTHEASTERN by 2

Coaching staff at George Mason has seen Northeastern shooter Matt Janning enough to know
how to defend him. Visitors are tougher on the boards and on the defensive end which will be
huge down the stretch. GEORGE MASON, 62-60.

*PENN ST. over MICHIGAN by 4

*FIU over UL-MONROE by 5

*ARKANSAS ST. over MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST. by 4

NORTH TEXAS over *UL-LAFAYETTE by 2

*DENVER over NEW ORLEANS by 14

U of D is ultra-efficient on offense — especially at home. The combo of turnovers and missed
shots will mean far too many empty trips for New Orleans. DENVER, 68-54.

*CS NORTHRIDGE over CAL IRVINE by 10

LONG BEACH ST. over *CS FULLERTON by 9

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8

BUTLER over *WRIGHT ST. by 4

Won'’t be surprising to see Wright St. pull the upset. They are an athletic bunch that thrives on
the defensive end. However, Butler is a vet squad with good ball handlers who have been
through a lot of early season battles. BUTLER, 65-61.

*DETROIT over VALPARAISO by 9

BEST BET

WASHINGTON ST. over *ARIZONA by 8

If you were a scorer like Washington St.’s Klay Thompson — you’d want to play a team like
Arizona every night. Up-tempo style with more energy spent on offense than defense.
Translation...the 6°6 Thompson will get a lot of good looks in both the open floor. Arizona
isn’t a great offensive team when they’re not scoring from the foul line and WSU does a
good job of playing D without hacking. Rebounding advantage on both ends also goes to
the Cougars...as will this game. WASHINGTON ST., 81-73.

ST. MARYS over *SAN FRANCISCO by 9

San Fran doesn’t have the talent to hang, and given that St. Mary’s cannot afford to lose to
WCC teams not named Gonzaga, the Gaels will be motivated enough to earn a relatively easy
win. ST. MARYS, 80-71.

PACIFIC over *CAL POLY SLO by 7

WASHINGTON over *ARIZONA ST. by 3

Clash of styles, as ASU will try to ugly up the Washington up tempo offense — using zone
defense to clog the works. It will be close throughout and Washington has trouble knocking
down threes — but rebounding out of a zone D is tough — especially against the Huskies ath-
letes. WASHINGTON, 68-65.

*CAL SANTA BARBARA over UC DAVIS by 4

SAN DIEGO over *SANTA CLARA by 8

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9

*GEORGETOWN over UCONN by 3

Hoya guards should be able to limit UCONN’s dribble penetration, which basically limits their
offense. GEORGETOWN, 64-61.

NORTHEASTERN over *GEORGIA ST. by 6

*NC STATE over VIRGINIA by 8

*LOUISVILLE over ST. JOHNS by 11

*VANDERBILT over FLORIDA by 4

The ‘Dores are usually slammed by the Gators — but UF’s athletic advantage is not as severe
this year. If Florida’s young guards don’t get used to the “unusual” setup inside of Memorial
Gymnasium — points could be tough to come by against a decent defensive squad. VANDER-
BILT, 66-62.

*AUBURN over SOUTH CAROLINA by 5

Injuries have squashed both teams, but the Tigers are starting to get guys back and are play-
ing at home. Close up and down street ball affair between teams that have been...well...up
and down. We won’t touch either. AUBURN, 84-79.

*OLE MISS over MISSISSIPPI ST. by 6

Rebels can match MSU’s interior athleticism and the home team has better shooters. OLE
MISS, 72-66.

PURDUE over *WISCONSIN by 1

*TEXAS over COLORADO by 14

CU is better...much better this year. Buffs coaches will use this loss as a building block,
‘cause they know they don’t have the interior horses to pull the winning sleigh. TEXAS, 85-71.
DUKE over *GEORGIA TECH by 4

*DAYTON over DUQUESNE by 16

KANSAS ST. over *MISSOURI by 4

Few teams can run and jump with Mizzou for 40 minutes. Kstate is one such team and these
kids are on a mission. KANSAS ST., 78-74.

*VCU over DELAWARE by 18

*VILLANOVA over MARQUETTE by 8

Marquette fell to ‘Nova by two at home last week and have already lost on the road by just
one vs. WVU. Close losses against excellent teams have got to take their toll sometime...but
the Golden Eagles do have the quicks to keep this one close. VILLANOVA, 77-69.
*JAMES MADISON over TOWSON by 4

*HARVARD over DARTMOUTH by 26

Home team hasn’t played much like an Ivy League team...and that’s a good thing. Harvard,
78-52.

*WISC MILWAUKEE over WISC GREEN BAY by 1

*OHIO over KENT ST. by 6

*WICHITA ST. over CREIGHTON by 10

Blue Jay finesse always has trouble vs. the Shocker power. The New Year won’t change that
trend. WICHITA ST., 69-59.

*BALL ST. over NORTHERN ILLINOIS by 3

CENTRAL MICHIGAN over *TOLEDO by 5

RECOMMENDED

*MISSOURI ST. over BRADLEY by 2

{Bradley plus the points} At worst, Missouri St. will be 12-3 heading into this contest, but
they’ll play a very physical Wichita St. team on Wednesday and will be a bit battle weary
come Saturday. Bradley is extremely quick on the perimeter and will keep the home team
from getting open looks from 3-point land — the spot where the Bears like to do damage.
Home team will likely be giving double digits — or close to it — and this game won’t see a
ton of possessions given both team’s more methodical styles. MISSOURI ST., 64-62.

*MINNESOTA over OHIO ST. by 3

*UTAH over TCU by 6

*NEW MEXICO over UNLV by 4

Tough to win in The Pit — although UNLV does have the athletes to match up and will likely
keep this close throughout. NEW MEXICO, 74-70.

*GEORGE MASON over NC WILMINGTON by 7

*DREXEL over WILLIAM & MARY by 1

*OLD DOMINION over HOFSTRA by 14

Home team has to much size for the visitors. OLD DOMINION, 69-55.

*TEXAS A&M over NEBRASKA by 7

NORTHERN IOWA over *ILLINOIS ST. by 3

*WESTERN MICHIGAN over EASTERN MICHIGAN by 8
MIAMI-OH over *BUFFALO by 1

*ST. JOES over FORDHAM by 16

*KENTUCKY over GEORGIA by 16

UGA's backcourt isn’t nearly athletic enough to hang with the likes of ‘Cat point guard John
Wall, and the Dawg’s best player — 6°9 Trey Thompkins — will get swallowed up by Kentucky
bigs like true freshman force DeMarco Cousins. KENTUCKY, 74-58.

*CLEMSON over BOSTON COLLEGE by 10

*SOUTH ALABAMA over ARKANSAS ST. by 6

*CENTRAL FLORIDA over RICE by 6

*ST. LOUIS over RICHMOND by 4

*LSU over ALABAMA by 2



COLLEGE BASKETBALL

*CLEVELAND ST. over ILLINOIS CHICAGO by 7

MICHIGAN ST. over *IOWA by 14

UCLA over *STANFORD by 1

SAN DIEGO ST. over *WYOMING by 6

SDSU is a much better team, but they haven’t blown the doors off anybody when playing on
the road. Workmen'’s like win for Steve Fischer’s team. SAN DIEGO ST., 66-61.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10

BEST BET

*SETON HALL over CINCINNATI by 15

Cinci is just 1-2 on the road with their lone win coming in New Jersey in a slugfest vs.
Rutgers last week. They’re back to Jersey here, but Seton Hall is much better offensive-
ly and just as good defensively as Rutgers. The Bearcats cannot shoot from outside the
arch, and few teams defend 2-pointers better than the Pirates. Road team bricks will turn
into transition opps for Seton Hall and scoring machine Jeremy Hazell, who can score
from anywhere. This year’s addition of 6’8 Herb Pope gives the Hall a legit
scoring/rebounding threat in the middle to combat Cincinnati’s long interior athletes.
SETON HALL, 78-63.

RECOMMENDED

*GEORGE WASHINGTON over XAVIER by 2

This is the third roadie in seven days for the X-Men — with tough ball games vs. Wake
and La Salle before this one. GW has the size and athleticism to match up with Xavier,
plus the Colonials are pretty tough on the defensive end. Home team is very young, but
this marks their first A-10 home game and they’ll be plenty ready to go. GW should be
able to keep Xavier big man Love from controlling the interior — and if they do that — they
have a great shot at pulling the upset. GEORGE WASHINGTON, 63-61.

WAKE FOREST over *MIAMI-FL by 4

Wake has the size to make offensive life difficult for Miami. The Deacs have beaten Gonzaga
on the road and should be able to inch out a key ACC victory. WAKE FOREST, 64-60.
*BAYLOR over OKLAHOMA by 6

*CHARLOTTE over ST. BONAVENTURE by 8

*CAL RIVERSIDE over CS FULLERTON by 5

MARSHALL over *EAST CAROLINA by 7

Thundering Herd controls the glass on both ends and controls the game. MARSHALL, 81-74.
*AKRON over BOWLING GREEN by 14

LOYOLA CHICAGO over *YOUNGSTOWN ST. by 3

*FAU over UL-MONROE by 11

TULSA over *HOUSTON by 4

*SOUTHERN ILLINOIS over DRAKE by 9

*LONG BEACH ST. over CAL IRVINE by 15

*PROVIDENCE over RUTGERS by 5

WEST VIRGINIA over *NOTRE DAME by 6

Irish stud Harangody could have trouble vs. West Virginia’s team size, but WVU is about as
reliable as a washed up weatherman and as much as we’d like to trust them...just cannot
do it on the road. WEST VIRGINIA, 75-69.

ILLINOIS over *INDIANA by 6

MEMPHIS over *SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI by 7

UAB over *TULANE by 10

*OKLAHOMA ST. over TEXAS TECH by 6

At the time of print, Texas Tech was 11-2 with their best win vs. a “C-“ Stanford team. Big
12 play will expose Tech’s rebounding and offensive issues, but Okie St. is the type of team
with whom Tech can hang due to their similar style of play. OKLAHOMA ST., 82-76.
TROY over *FIU by 5

*NORTH TEXAS over NEW ORLEANS by 13

MIDDLE TENN. ST. over *ARKANSAS LITTLE ROCK by 1
*IDAHO over LOUISIANA TECH by 3

*BOISE ST. over NEW MEXICO ST. by 9

TEMPLE over *RHODE ISLAND by 1

BUTLER over *DETROIT by 8

*INDIANA ST. over EVANSVILLE by 9

*SYRACUSE over SOUTH FLORIDA by 13

Without Gilchrist to perform in the paint, USF will have a lot of trouble keeping Johnson and
Onuaku from manhandling them inside. SYRACUSE, 76-63.

LA SALLE over *UMASS by 1

*MICHIGAN over NORTHWESTERN by 2

WESTERN KENTUCKY over *DENVER by 2

*ARIZONA ST. over WASHINGTON ST. by 8

Visitors visit the charity stripe more than just about any team in the land. Won’t be easy to
get freebies vs. the discipline ASU zone defense. On the other end of the floor, WSU lets oppo-
nents hit 35% from 3 and a good 43% of the Sun Devils shots come from behind the arc.
ARIZONA ST., 69-61.

*WRIGHT ST. over VALPARAISO by 18

KANSAS over *TENNESSEE by 6

When motivated, and when their players are not in jail or suspended, UT is really tough.
Unbeaten and #1 Kansas visits Knoxville — yeah — we’d say Bruce Pearl’s team will be moti-
vated. Problem for Pearl is that his team isn’t a great shooting team and they foul too much.
If four Vols’ players averaging 10+ minutes are still in program limbo stemming from recent
bad-boy arrests, then Jayhawks obstacles are fewer and farther between. KANSAS, 74-68.
*CAL POLY SLO over UC DAVIS by 3

WASHINGTON over *ARIZONA by 5

‘Cats play the Huskies brand of ball meaning a lot of possessions and not much defense.
Arizona really struggles defending inside the arc that that's where Washington gets 58% of
their points. WASHINGTON, 78-73.

FLORIDA ST. over *MARYLAND by 1

*CAL SANTA BARBARA over PACIFIC by 1

RECOMMENDED

*UTEP over BYU by 11

Athletic teams that play defense have historically given BYU trouble...and the game this
Saturday won’t break trend. This will be a high-tempo game, but UTEP can get out and
guard the perimeter, making life tough for arguably the nation’s best shooting team. On
the offensive end, the Miners can get it done with a bunch of different players, all of
whom can also crash the offensive boards. UTEP, 87-76.

BEST BET

*NORTH CAROLINA over VIRGINIA TECH by 17

Vtech has officially hit the national radar with their 12-1 mark — a record that’s been built
out of sand...and not rock. Sure — the Hokies beat Seton Hall and Penn St. — but com-
peting with UNC in Chapel Hill is a different story. The Heels haven't really played any-
body since December 19th when they lost to Texas. Roy Williams has used that time to
prep for ACC play. The Texas loss proved to Carolina that they need to get tougher inside
and those lessons learned will prove valuable vs. Vtech. Look for forwards Davis and
Thompson to own the low block, while guard Ginyard keeps things glued together on the
perimeter. NORTH CAROLINA, 81-64.

*COLORADO ST. over AIR FORCE by 10

GONZAGA over *PORTLAND by 3

Pilots’ home court will be soaring for a chance to knock off the WCC bully. Portland shoots
the three a lot and knock it down at a 41% clip. The Zags biggest issue this year has been
perimeter D — so the upset is not out of the question. GONZAGA, 74-71.
*PEPPERDINE over LOYOLA MARYMOUNT by 2

*FRESNO ST. over HAWAII by 8

*NEVADA over SAN JOSE ST. by 16

*CAL over USC by 8

Cal has had trouble with big bodies and prefers up tempo to USC’s methodical game. If the
Trojans can control the lane while hitting just a few jumpers — they’ll earn the cover. We do
question their ability to do the latter. CAL, 65-57.

SAN DIEGO over *SAN FRANCISCO by 7
*OREGON over OREGON ST. by 2

MONDAY, JANUARY 11

*LOUISVILLE over VILLANOVA by 2

Both teams bring a high-energy, pressuring style of play to the court. Louisville’s backcourt
experience will be key in slowing ‘Nova’s play-making guards. Rick Pitino’s team needs to
shoot better than their 68% season mark from the line if they want this crucial home con-
ference game. LOUSIVILLE, 77-75.

*OKLAHOMA over OKLAHOMA ST. by 4

*UTAH ST. over HAWAII by 14

LOUISIANA TECH over *BOISE ST. by 5

*FRESNO ST. over SAN JOSE ST. by 6

*IDAHO over NEW MEXICO ST. by 8

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12-13

College Basketball forecasts and selections on the Web for Sports Reporter Online
members, www.sportsreporter.com



NBA

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7

*NEW YORK over CHARLOTTE by 4

Since starting the season 1-9 SU & 2-8 ATS, the Knicks have been a respectable basketball
team, with a 12-11 SU & 14-9 ATS record. They’ve even managed respectable showings
against good teams instead of beating up on the dregs of the Eastern Conference. However,
the Bobcats are a squad that has consistently beaten the spread — and low expectations — all
season long. Despite a mediocre 13-18 SU record, Charlotte has a stellar 20-11 ATS mark —
including a 10-6 ATS record on the road, where they are a mind-boggling 2-14 SU. With both
teams coming to play rested and ready, expect a close game at Madison Square Garden. NEW
YORK 97-93

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8

ORLANDO over *WASHINGTON by 7

There isn’t much hope in sight for the Wizards, who might as well go back to their previous
moniker of the Washington Bullets in light of the recent controversy involving Javaris
Crittendon and Gilbert Arenas pulling guns on each other over a gambling debt gone awry. The
Bullets can’t win, and they can’t cover the spread either — 10-21 SU & 11-19-1 ATS speaks
for itself. The Magic might be distracted by the game tomorrow night against Atlanta — as well
as playing their third game in four nights — but it’s difficult to picture Washington as a winning
proposition considering the circumstances. ORLANDO 94-87

TORONTO over *PHILADELPHIA by 6

It’s been a long and slow push back towards respectability for the Raptors, who’ve managed
to get near the .500 mark after vacillating between awful and mediocre for most of the sea-
son. The defense still ranks as the worst in the league (giving up a league high 110.5 points
per 100 possessions), which has forced their formerly European-style offense to slow down
and concentrate on running actual plays. Their terrible performance on the road is what has
really held them down, but they should be able to turn the tide in Philadelphia where they face
the NBA's second worst offense — and a team that struggles to score on top of their inability
to stop the opposition. TORONTO 106-100

*MEMPHIS over UTAH by 8

These two teams play for the second time in three days and for the third time this season. The
first time they met, the Jazz dismantled the Grizzlies at home by 27 points. However, since
that game Memphis has been one of the hottest teams in basketball, boasting a 10-4 SU &
ATS record after the calendar turned to December. Look for the increased confidence of the
young Grizzlies, as well as the contempt that comes with overarching familiarity, to help
Memphis achieve some vengeance against the inconsistent Jazz. MEMPHIS 91-83

BEST BET

*ATLANTA over BOSTON by 11

The Hawks have hit a rough stretch of late, getting swept in a back-to-back against the
Cavaliers then blowing a 13-point lead to lose to the Knicks for the second time at home
this year. Despite all that, Atlanta remains one of the best cover teams in the NBA — 21-
11 SU & 22-10 ATS — and that’s why we've been riding them so hard this year. Expect a
big rebound on national television against an Eastern Conference elite squad that Atlanta
has already experienced some success against — who can forget the memorable seven-
game opening series that announced Atlanta’s ascension into a team worthy of talking
about? Boston has put forth an admirable effort despite their recent rash of injuries, but
remain highly vulnerable on the road. Don’t forget that they were unable to take a single
road game from the Hawks in their playoff series and have been a poor cover team this
year. ATLANTA 104-93

*NEW ORLEANS over NEW JERSEY by 5

New Orleans’ average margin of victory for their last eight wins — all in the month of
December, and all but one at home — has been exactly five points. While their play has cer-
tainly improved since Byron Scott was fired, the Hornets are not wowing anybody. The Nets
have famously been the NBA's worst team, record-wise, but are finally fully healthy and have
been playing better since having their starting unit together for the first time since the second
game of the year. In other words, don’t expect a blowout. NEW ORLEANS 94-89
*MINNESOTA over INDIANA by 6

The Timberwolves fell prey to a desperate Pacers team last week, dropping their road venture
in Indiana by 11 points, and the emphasis will be on redemption as the two teams meet in
Minnesota. Look for Kurt Rambis to slow the pace of the game down at home and feed the
ball to his big men, who should be able to capitalize on the slow and unathletic Indiana front-
court that remains their biggest weakness. MINNESOTA 107-101

RECOMMENDED

CHICAGO over *MILWAUKEE by 6

As we predicted in our last issue, Tyrus Thomas’ return — and the return to health of
Derrick Rose — has made Chicago one of the hotter teams in the NBA. Despite the ever
present rumors of Vinny Del Negro’s demise, th Bulls have gone 6-3 SU & 7-2 ATS in their
last nine — a stretch that also coincided with their longest homestand to date. Now they
hit the road to take on a Bucks team that is spiralling downwards, 2-7 SU & 4-5 ATS in
their last nine. The last time the Bucks hosted the Bulls, they squeaked out a two-point
win — with Chicago playing much better basketball, look for the sophomore guard Rose to
teach rookie Bradon Jennings a thing or two about how to play point in the NBA. CHICA-
GO 97-91

*SAN ANTONIO over DALLAS by 8

After the public lamenting of the demise of the Spurs, San Antonio has gone 11-2 SU & 9-3-
1 ATS in their last 13, and now sit within spitting distance of the Mavericks in the Southwest
Division. Both teams know better than to put too much stock in a divisional game this early in
the season, but it’s also true that pride matters between these two squads. While Dallas has
also been hot, posting a 9-3 SU mark in their last dozen, they’ve only managed to go 5-7 ATS
against a mixed bag of opponents. Look for the rising Spurs to take down the current division
leaders in their continuing ascent to the top of the Southwest. SAN ANTONIO 99-91
*PHOENIX over MIAMI by 11

We made a point of noting in our last issue that Miami has been utterly mediocre this season
despite playing one of the home-heaviest schedules in the Association. Now they travel to the
West Coast to play a Suns squad that has its limitations — but scoring points is not one of
them. Miami’s middle-of-the-pack offense won’t be able to keep up with the run’n’shoot Suns
for all four quarters tonight. PHOENIX 112-101

L.A. LAKERS over *PORTLAND by 6

It’s not just the offense — it’s the defense, stupid. Brandon Roy is an emerging star in basket-
ball, but it is possible to slow him down. Ask Monta Ellis about that, and also witness what
happens when Roy gets knocked out of his offensive rhythm. Kobe Bryant will be expected to
play lock down defense on Portland’s main offensive facilitator, a situation that will factor
heavily into tonight’s final box score. L.A. LAKERS 104-98

SACRAMENTO over *GOLDEN STATE by 6

These Northern California rivals have been headed in opposite directions all season, both on
the court in the front office. Sacramento is finally on the upswing as a franchise, as a fantas-
tic draft has contributed heavily toward their revival from the worst team in the league last
year, while bad ownership and bad management have contributed to make the Warriors one
of the worst teams in the NBA. Tyreke Evans should be recovered from his recent leg injury
and team with Omar Casspi to form one of the league’s most exciting rookie duos, while the
emerging young frontcourt of Jason Thompson and Spencer Hawes gives the Kings some-
thing the Warriors sorely lack — size and rebounding ability in the frontcourt. SACRAMENTO
114-108

CLEVELAND over *DENVER by 8

Recent injury woes and inconsistent play have hurt Denver in recent days, as attested by their
5-7 SU & 3-9 ATS record in their last dozen. Now they play host to a Cavaliers team that has
been difficult to stop for anyone, having won 12 of their last 13. Cleveland has been stellar at
both home and road, putting up a 14-6 SU & 13-7 ATS away from the friendly confines of the
Quicken Loans Arena. CLEVELAND 107-99

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9

ATLANTA over *ORLANDO by 1

Both teams are capping off back-to-back sets, but Orlando is playing their fourth game in five
days — having traveled from Indiana to Florida, to Washington then back home again, in the
process. Atlanta possesses the athletic frontcourt that can play defensive havoc on the per-
formance of Dwight Howard — regardless of whether Stan Van Gundy is trying to feed him the
ball in the post. In fact, since Howard still has a limited offensive gameplan and one of the
worst free throw shooting techniques around, it just might be in Atlanta’s best interests for
Howard to continually see the ball. ATLANTA 94-93

MEMPHIS over *CHARLOTTE by 5

Memphis is finishing a road back-to-back, but have a good opportunity to continue their
recent trend of road success against a team that has very little in the frontcourt to stand in
the way of the Grizzlies’ big men. MEMPHIS 94-89

*DETROIT over PHILADELPHIA by 7

It's home sweet home for the Pistons, who get a one-game reprieve from the road in between
two back-to-back sets away from Detroit. Look for them to take advantage of their own
improving health and limited offensive capablity of the Sixers. DETROIT 91-84



NBA

BEST BET

*OKLAHOMA CITY over INDIANA by 14

The Thunder are in the middle of a luxuriously stretched out homestand, playing their first
game in three days against a mediocre opponent finishing a back-to-back. Despite losing
two in a row to Minnesota and Utah, the Thunder have been pretty good overall — 8-6 SU
& 9-5 ATS in their last 14, not to mention 20-13 ATS for the season. Look for the young
and athletic home team to overwhelm a Pacers team that is undersized and discombob-
ulated on the court. OKLAHOMA CITY 109-95

*CHICAGO over MINNESOTA by 6

Both of these young squads play the tail end of back-to-backs, but give the advantage to a
hot Bulls team that is led by a dynamic young point guard. CHICAGO 94-88

UTAH over *DALLAS by 1

NEW YORK over *HOUSTON by 3

The Knicks aren’t tall, but they do boast an athletic frontcourt that will have the size advan-
tage on the short Rockets, who tend to do poorly against bigger teams. NEW YORK 97-94
*SACRAMENTO over DENVER by 7

Arco Arena has returned to being one of the NBA's toughest venues to play in, and the Kings
have come close — but fallen — against several of the league’s elite teams as of late. Look for
them to finally get over the hump against a tired and injured Nuggets team. SACRAMENTO
104-97

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10

*TORONTO over BOSTON by 3
We love to take the Raptors in these early Sunday games, and Boston’s vulnerability due to
injury and age make Toronto a good team to target on a short slate day. TORONTO 97-94
*WASHINGTON over NEW ORLEANS by 8
Clearly the Wizards have their issues, but the Hornets have a truly pressing one — their
complete inability to win on the road. A 1:00 PM start time in the nation’s capital won’t
help matters, as these type of affairs usually favor the home team. If another week quiets
the controversy in the Wizards locker room, up the home team’s chances of taking this
game down. WASHINGTON 97-89

BEST BET

*L.A. CLIPPERS over MIAMI by 9

It's bad enough that the Heat are entering the road-heavy portion of their schedule, and
it's apparent that discontent is spreading through the team — whether it's Dwyane Wade
being called out by Pat Riley or Michael Beasley wondering why he’s not getting enough
shots. The Heat frontcourt won’t give Wade any help today when facing the forboding twin
towers of Chris Kaman and Marcus Camby, and a Clippers team that hasn’t played since
Wednesday. L.A. CLIPPERS 102-93

*SAN ANTONIO over NEW JERSEY by 10

CLEVELAND over *PORTLAND by 4

It's not easy being the Trail Blazers this year — first the injuries, now the Lakers and Cavaliers
on back-to-back nights? CLEVELAND 96-92

*L.A. LAKERS over MILWAUKEE by 7

MONDAY, JANUARY 11

NEW ORLEANS over *PHILADELPHIA by 7

TORONTO over *INDIANA by 7

It's ok to be soft defensively if you're facing an undersized Pacers team that ranks as one of
the league’s fastest paced teams, but also one of the worst scoring. Despite running the NBA's
second fastest offense, the Pacers are one of six teams that average less than 100 points per
100 possessions — a stunning indictment of their inability to score. If Toronto pushes hard,
these Pacers will break. TORONTO 104-97

*BOSTON over ATLANTA by 1

It's supposed to be the year that the Hawks take the next step into the East’s upper echelon,
but in games against the NBA's best (Cleveland, Orlando, L.A. Lakers), the Hawks haven’t
passed the test. They did manage to beat the Celtics in home earlier this year, a big step for-
ward they haven't truly capitalized on when facing the best teams. As poorly as Boston has
played in the past few weeks, Atlanta’s recent bout with vulnerability makes them a shaky
play in the Celtics’ own house. BOSTON 93-92

*CHICAGO over DETROIT by 8
*OKLAHOMA CITY over NEW YORK by 8

RECOMMENDED TOTAL

OVER

*PHOENIX over MILWAUKEE by 8

With Michael Redd healthy and back in the fold, along with Steve Nash “guarding”
Brandon Jennings, the Bucks should be able to break out of their offensive doldrums. That
doesn’t mean they’ll win the game, considering how poorly they’ve been playing basket-
ball, but expect a ton of points from both sides — even if it ends up giving Scott Skiles
heartburn and making that vein in his forehead throb for four quarters. PHOENIX 122-114

*UTAH over MIAMI by 8

*DENVER over MINNESOTA by 11

Maybe the Timberwolves, instead of drafting the young and projectable Jonny Flynn and Ricky
Rubio (who still remains in Spain and sees his NBA-value dropping by the day), should have
drafted Ty Lawson — who has established himself as one of the best rookie point guards from
this year’s draft class and the eventual successor to Chauncey Billups. A visit from one of the
league’s worst should help Denver right the ship. DENVER 108-97

CLEVELAND over *GOLDEN STATE by 7

The Warriors have actually managed to play some of their best basketball against difficult
opponents this year, but face a considerable size advantage against the Cavaliers and LeBron
James. Who exactly will Don Nelson guard James with? When they had Stephen Jackson, they
had a nominal defensive stopper for the opponents’ best wing, but when your best option has
been reduced to Corey Maggette — well, there’s a reason the Dubs are below .500 overall and
at home. CLEVELAND 109-102
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COMPUTERIZED COLLEGE RATINGS

SPORTS REPORTER’S Computerized College Ratings allow you to compare our line to Vegas’. Let’s review the basics: The higher the rating, the
better the team; Allow the home team 4.5 additional points; The power rating for each team is the first number after the team’s name; The sched-
ule strength of each team is depicted by the number on the far right; Teams are listed in alphabetical order by conference. Because most teams
are in conference play it should be easier for you to see the differences between our ratings and the line.

ATLANTIC 10 BIG TEN M.A.A.C S.E.C.
Dayton 82 74 lllinois 79 72 Canisius 68 71 Alabama 79 71
Duquesne 75 71 Indiana 70 67 Fairfield 73 65 Arkansas 69 67
Fordham 59 70 lowa 71 73 lona 73 70 Auburn 72 70
Geo Washington 76 70 Michigan 77 72 Loyola-MD 70 69 Florida 81 68
La Salle 75 73 Michigan State 85 70 Manhattan 70 71 Georgia 74 70
Massachusetts 70 74 Minnesota 82 69 Marist 53 69 Kentucky 88 69
NC Charlotte 80 67 Northwestern 80 69 Niagara 74 70 LSU 73 70
Rhode Island 82 72 Ohio State 83 67 Rider 70 70 Mississippi 85 70
Richmond 82 76 Penn State 74 68 Saint Peter's 68 69 Mississippi State 83 70
Saint Joseph's 71 77 Purdue 89 71 Siena 80 72 South Carolina 79 74
Saint Louis 75 70 Wisconsin 86 72 M.A.C. Tennessee 84 70
St. Bonaventure 74 71 Akron 74 66 Vanderbilt 80 72
Temple 86 76 BIG WEST Ball State 66 68
Xavier 81 74  CSFullerton 65 71 Bowling Green 67 71 SOUTHERN
CS Northridge 68 75 Buffalo 73 72 Appalachian State 70 74
ATLANTIC COAST Cal Poly-SLO 63 72 Central Michigan 66 71 Charleston 70 72
Boston College 77 71 Long Beach State 77 83 Eastern Michigan 69 70 Chattanooga 66 69
Clemson 85 71 Pacific 75 74 Kent State 75 75 Citadel 67 72
Duke 91 73 UC Davis 60 70 Miami-OH 71 79 Davidson 72 76
Florida State 83 69 UG Irvine 68 72 Northern llinois 62 75 Elon 63 76
Georgia Tech 82 68 UG Riverside 70 74 Ohio University 75 70 Furman 66 69
Maryland 79 71 UC Santa Barbara 70 73 Toledo 60 73 Georgia Southern 60 75
Miami-FL 83 67 COLONIAL Western Michigan 75 75 NC Greensboro 64 77
NC State 79 71 Delaware 65 73 Samford 68 74
North Carolina 86 70 Drexel 70 74 MISSOURI VALLEY Western Carolina 80 72
Virginia 75 69 George Mason 79 73 Bradley 73 74 Wofford 74 74
Virginia Tech 82 67 Georgia State 69 69 Creighton 70 73
Wake Forest 85 72 Hofstra 73 71 Drake 64 69 SUN BELT
James Madison 65 66 Evansuville 68 70 Arkansas State 67 72
BIG 12 NC WiImington 73 74 lllinois State 76 68 Arkansas-LR 65 76
Baylor 81 66 Northeastern 74 78 Indiana State 74 72 Denver 73 68
Colorado 73 68 Old Dominion 80 74 Missouri State 80 69 Florida Atl 66 73
lowa State 79 67 Towson 63 68 Northern lowa 82 70 Florida Int 61 73
Kansas 90 69 vCuU 82 75 Southern lllinois 77 69 Louisiana-Lafayette 66 73
Kansas State 89 74 William & Mary 8> 78 Wichita State 78 66 Louisiana-Monroe 63 73
Missouri 83 69 Middle Tennessee 68 71
Nebraska 78 67 CONFERENCE USA MOUNTAIN WEST New Orleans 59 68
Oklahoma 75 71 Central Florida 70 68 Air Force 69 69 North Texas 70 68
Oklahoma State 81 69 East Carolina 70 80 BYU 86 70 South Alabama 72 69
Texas 92 71 Houston 74 71 Colorado State 72 70 Troy 69 75
Texas A&M 83 75 Marshall 78 69 New Mexico 85 73 Western Kentucky 74 73
Texas Tech 80 69 Memphis 81 67 San Diego State 80 73
Rice 69 69 TCU 69 74 W.A.C.
BIG EAST SMU 66 70 UNLV 81 72 Boise State 72 68
Cincinnati 81 72 Southern Miss 75 71 Utah 70 70 Fresno State 73 72
Connecticut 83 73 Tulane 69 71 Wyoming 66 69 Hawaii 69 69
DePaul 70 70 Tulsa 79 69 Idaho 72 72
Georgetown 87 74 UAB 82 72 OHIO VALLEY Louisiana Tech 79 69
Louisville 81 70 UTEP 79 66 Austin Peay 72 76 Nevada 78 75
Marquette 81 69 Eastern lllinois 68 71 New Mexico State 69 73
Notre Dame 79 67 HORIZON Eastern Kentucky 73 72 San Jose State 72 73
Pittsburgh 83 69 Butler 82 77 Jacksonville State 64 68 Utah State 78 70
Providence 76 71 Cleveland State 66 78 Morehead State 68 72
Rutgers 72 65 Detroit 70 67 Murray State 79 70 WEST COAST
Seton Hall 82 68 lllinois-Chicago 66 73 SE Missouri State 62 72 Gonzaga 82 74
South Florida 78 70 Loyola-Chicago 76 71 Tennessee State 62 73 Loyola Marymount 71 71
St. John's 83 73 Valparaiso 67 76 Tennessee Tech 65 72 Pepperdine 63 70
Syracuse 92 70 Wisc Milwaukee 71 71 Tennessee-Martin 56 76 Portland 76 75
Villanova 87 71 Wisconsin GB 75 73 Saint Mary's 83 72
West Virginia 90 76 Wright State 77 71 PAC-10 San Diego 71 76
Youngstown State 67 74 Arizona 74 77 San Francisco 66 76
BIG SKY Arizona State 79 68 Santa Clara 66 71
Ejashterg Wash 59 72 IVY LEAGUE 8alifornia 8g gg
aho State 67 78 Brown 64 74 regon 7
Montana 76 72 Columbia 65 67 Oregon State 7171 m'£“ mm
Montana State 72 74 Cornell 83 76 Southern California 80 74
Northern Arizona 68 76 Dartmouth 53 69 Stanford 72 71 1 m 305-96“
No. ICOlc?gdo gg 72 Harvard 81 74 \L/JVCLQ 51 7%
Portland State 7 Pennsylvania 54 73 ashington 3 7
Sacramento State 62 70 Prince%,on 70 69 Washington State 77 69 S|GN UP NOW!
Weber State 72 73 Yale 63 70
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